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About the National Information Standards Series

NISO Standards are developed by the Standards Committees of the National Information Standards
Organization. The development process is a strenuous one that includes a rigorous peer review of
proposed standards open to each NISO Voting Member and any other interested party. Final approval
of a standard involves verification by the American National Standards Institute that its requirements
for due process, consensus, and other approval criteria have been met by NISO. Once verified and
approved, NISO Standards also become American National Standards.

The use of an ANSI/NISO Standard is voluntary. That is, the existence of a NISO Standard does not
preclude anyone, whether or not that person has adopted that NISO Standard, from manufacturing,
marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures that do not conform to it. However,
the use of standards (those developed by NISO as well as other standards-developing organizations) has
proven to be in the best interests of any industry wishing to increase its effectiveness and efficiency in
the areas of product development, manufacturing, and marketing and, therefore, such use is encour-
aged by ANSI, NISO, and all other standards-developing organizations.

Each NISO Standard is reviewed at least once every five years to confirm that it remains viable and
useful in its current environment. Comments for revision are welcome from any interested party.
Proposed changes to this NISO Standard and suggestions for new NISO Standards should be sent to the
NISO office at 4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 300, Bethesda, MD 20814.

Occasionally, questions may arise concerning the meaning of specific sections of a NISO Standard.
Interpretations can be obtained by writing to the NISO office.

This NISO Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time. Purchasers may receive current
information on all NISO Standards by calling or writing:

NISO Press
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 300
Bethesda, MD 20814-2548
T. 301-654-2512. F. 301-654-1721
email: NISOHQ@NISO.ORG
http://www.niso.org
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