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NISO standards are developed by Working Groups of the National Information Standards Organization. 
The development process is a strenuous one that includes a rigorous peer review of proposed standards 
open to each NISO Voting Member and any other interested party. Final approval of the standard 
involves verification by the American National Standards Institute that its requirements for due process, 
consensus, and other approval criteria have been met by NISO. Once verified and approved, NISO 
Standards also become American National Standards. 
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Foreword 
(This foreword is not a part of American National Standard Address Number (SAN) for the Publishing 
Industry, ANSI/NISO Z39.43-1993 (R2017), but is included for information only.) 

This standard is a reaffirmation of ANSI Z39.43-1993, American National Standard Identification Code for 
the Book Industry. 

The several hundred thousand organizations within or served by the publishing industry engage in a large 
number of separate transactions with one another. These transactions include purchases of books by 
book dealers and the payments for all such purchases. Many of these organizations have similar names 
and multiple addresses, making identification of the correct contact point difficult and subject to error. In 
many cases the physical movement of materials is between addresses that differ from the addresses to 
be used for the related financial transactions. Thus, a complex structure of records is required, providing 
a further opportunity for error. 

The objective of this standard is to establish an identification code system so that each address within the 
publishing industry may be assigned a discrete code to be used for positive identification for all book and 
journal buying and selling transactions within the industry. 

ANSI/NISO Z39.43-1993 makes three revisions to the original standard. The title has been revised to 
represent more correctly the scope of the standard. This revision also expands the original scope to 
include book and journal manufacturers, since Electronic Data Interchange standards are under 
development for communications between members of the publishing industry and these suppliers, using 
SAN as the organization identifier. Finally, this revision describes how to use the SAN in international 
transactions. 

Reaffirmation 

American National Standard Address Number (SAN) for the Publishing Industry, ANSI/NISO Z39.43-1993 
was reaffirmed in 2001, 2006, 2011, and, most recently, by NISO on February 5, 2017 and by ANSI on 
April 3, 2017. 

Suggestions for improvement of this standard will be welcome. They should be sent to the National 
Information Standards Organization, 3600 Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 302, Baltimore, MD 21211. 

Voting Members of the National Information Standards Organization 

This standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the National Information Standards 
Organization. NISO approval of this standard does not necessarily imply that all Voting Members voted 
for its approval. At the time it approved this standard (1993), NISO had the following members: 

American Association of Law Libraries 
Gary J. Bravy 

American Chemical Society 
Robert S. Tannehill, Jr. 
Leon R. Blauvelt (Alt) 

American Library Association 
Myron Chace 
Sally H. McCallum (Alt) 

American Psychological Association 
Maurine F. Jackson 

Library of Congress 
Henriette D. Avram 
(Alt) Sally H. McCallum 

Mead Data Central 
Peter Ryall 
Dave Withers (Alt) 

Medical Library Association 
Rick B. Forsman 
Raymond A. Palmer (Alt) 
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American Society for Information Science 
Clifford Lynch 
 
American Society of Indexers 
Jessica Milstead 
(Alt) Patricia S. Kuhr 
 
American Theological Library Association 
J. Raymond Vandegrift 
 
Apple Computer, Inc. 
Karen Higginbottom 
 
Art Libraries Society of North America 
Patricia J. Barnett 
(Alt) Pamela J. Parry 
 
Association of American Publishers (AAP) 
Sandra K. Paul 
(Alt) Thomas D. McKee 
 
Association of American University Presses 
(AAUP) 
Mary Lou Menches 
 
Association of Information and  
Dissemination Centers 
Bruce H. Kiesel 
 
Association for Information and Image 
Management  
Marilyn Courtot 
 
Association of Jewish Libraries 
Bella Hass Weinberg 
(Alt) Pearl Berger 
 
The Association for Recorded Sound 
Collections (ARSC)  
Donald McCormick 
(Alt) Barbara Sawka 
 
AT&T Bell Labs.  
George E. Grant 
(Alt) M.E. Brennan 
 
Association of Research Libraries 
Duane Webster  
 
Baker & Taylor Books 
Christian K. Larew 
(Alt) Walter R. Whalen  
 
Book Manufacturers' Institute 
Douglas Horner  
 

MINITEX 
Anita Anker Branin 
William DeJohn (Alt) 
 
Music Library Association  
Lenore Coral 
Geraldine Ostrove (Alt) 
 
National Agricultural Library 
Joseph H. Howard 
(Alt) Gary K. McCone 
 
National Archives and Records Administration 
Alan Calmes 
 
National Federation of Abstracting and 
Information Services (NFAIS)  
Ann Marie Cunningham 
(Alt) Sarah Syen 
 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Research Information Center, Office of 
Information Services 
Marietta Nelson  
 
National Library of Medicine 
Lois Ann Colaianni  
 
OCLC, Inc. 
Kate Nevins 
(Alt) Don Muccino 
 
OHIONET   
Joel Kent 
(Alt) Greg Pronevitz 
 
Optical Publishing Association 
John Nairn 
(Alt) R. Bowers  
 
PALINET  
James E. Rush  
 
Pittsburgh Regional Library Center (PRLC) 
H.E. Broadbent, III  
 
Readmore Academic Services 
Sandra J. Gurshman 
(Alt) Dan Tonkery 
 
The Research Libraries Group. Inc. 
Wayne Davison 
(Alt) Kathy Bales  
 
Society for Technical Communication 
James Mason  
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