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Fo rewo rd 
(This foreword is not part of the American National Standard for Codes for the Representation of 
Languages for Information Interchange, ANSVNISO 239.53-2001. It is included for information only.) 

This standard was originally prepared by Standards Committee C, Language Codes, 
which was organized in 1979. Charged with “ providing a standard code for indicating 
languages for information interchange purposes,” the committee produced a standard 
based on the list of MARC language codes developed by the Library of Congress in 
cooperation with the National Agricultural Library and the National Library of Medicine. 
This code list is now published as the MARC Code List for Languages. 

Practical application of the MARC language codes has shown that in order to serve as 
an appropriate retrieval device for information, a standard list of language codes must 
reflect the linguistic content of the universal collection to which it is applied, with 
language codes assigned as needed to distinguish information in a given language or 
group of languages. The MARC language codes constitute such a list. 

The committee’s decision to base the standard on the existing MARC list took into 
account these contributing factors: (a) several years’ successful application of the 
MARC language codes resulting in many millions of bibliographic records containing the 
accepted MARC codes, (b) the mnemonic relationship of the MARC codes to the 
English language names of the languages with English being the operational language 
of most American libraries, information services, and publishers, and (c) the flexibility 
inherent in a three-character code. The MARC list may be consulted for references to 
alternative forms of language names, as well as for the assignments to collective codes 
of languages for which individual codes have not been established. 

This revised edition reflects a thorough review of the document and includes changes 
which are a result of requests and demonstrated need from users and implementors. 
In addition, it includes numerous changes necessary for compatibility with bibliographic 
language codes in IS0 639-2 (Codes for the representation of names of languages: 
alpha-3 code). The MARC code list is kept consistent with both ANSVNISO 239.53 and 
IS0 639-2/B. 

NISO acknowledges with thanks the contributions of Rebecca Guenther, Library of 
Congress Network Development and MARC Standards Office, in revising this standard. 

This standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the National 
Information Standards Organization. It was balloted by the NISO Voting Members 
February 9, 2001 - March 23, 2001. It will next be reviewed in 2006. Suggestions for 
improving this standard are welcome. They should be sent to the National Information 
Standards Organization, 4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 300, Bethesda, M D 20814. NISO 
approval of this standard does not necessarily imply that all Voting Members voted for 
its approval. At the time it approved this standard, NISO had the following members: 

NISO Voting Members 
3M 
Jerry Kare1 
Susan Boettcher (Alt) 

Academic Press 
Anthony Ross 
Bradford Terry (Alt) 

American Association of Law Libraries 
Robert L. Oakley 
Mary Alice Baish (Alt) 

American Chemical Society 
Robert S. Tannehill, Jr. 
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ANSI/NISO 239.53-2001 FOREWORD 

NISO Voting Members (continued) 

American Library Association 
Paul J. Weiss 

American Society for  Information 

Mark H. Needleman 

American Society of  Indexers 
Charlotte Skuster 
Marie Kascus (Alt) 

American Theological Library 
Association 

Myron Chace 

ARMA International 
Diane Carlisle 

Ar t  Libraries Society of  North America 
David L. Austin 

Association for  Information and Image 
Management 

Betsy A. Fanning 

Association of  Jewish Libraries 
Carloine R. Miller 
Elizabeth Vernon (Alt) 

Association of  Research Libraries 
Duane E. Webster 
Julia Blixrud (Alt) 

Baker &Taylor 
Robert H. Doran 

Bell & Howell Information and Learning 
Todd Fegan 
James Brei (Alt) 

Bibl ioMondo Inc. 
Martin Sach 
Tony O'Brien (Alt) 

Book Industry Communication 
Brian Green 

Broadcast Music Inc. 
Edward Oshanani 
Robert Barone (Alt) 

Cambridge Scientific Abstracts 
Matthew Dunie 
Anthea Gotto (Alt) 

College Center for  Library Automation 
J. Richard Madaus 
Ann Armbrister (Alt) 

Congressional Information Service, Inc. 
Robert Lester 

Data Research Associates, Inc. 
Michael J. Mellinger 
Mark H. Needleman (Alt) 

Elsevier Science Inc. 
John Mancia 

Endeavor Information Systems, Inc. 
Verne Coppi 
Cindy Miller (Alt) 

Science and Technology 

epixtech, inc. 
John Bodfish 
Ricc Ferante (Alt) 

Ex Libris 
James Steenbergen 
Carl Grant (Alt) 

Follett Corp. 
D. Jeffrey Blumenthal 
Don Rose (Alt) 

Fretwell-Downing Informatics 
Robin Murray 

Gale Group 
Katherine Gruber 
Justine Carson (Alt) 

Gaylord Information Systems 
James English 
William Schickling (Alt) 

GCA Research Institute 
Jane Harnad 

Geac Computers, Inc. 

H.W. Wilson Company 
Ann Case 

IBM 
David M. Choy 
Chuck Brink (Alt) 

Infotrieve 
Jan Peterson 

innovative Interfaces, Inc. 
Gerald M. Kline 
Sandy Westall (Alt) 

institute for  Scientific Information 
Helen Atkins 
Richard Newman (Alt) 

The International DOI Foundation 
Norman Paskin 

Library Binding Institute 
Donald Dunham 

The Library Corporation 
Mark Wilson 
Nancy Capps (Alt) 

Library of  Congress 
Winston Tabb 
Sally H. McCallum (Alt) 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Richard E. Luce 

Lucent Technologies 
M .E. Brennan 

Medi cal Li bra ry Association 
Nadine P. Ellero 
Carla J. Funk (Alt) 
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NISO Voting Members (continued) 

MINITEX 
Cecelia Boone 
William DeJohn (Alt) 

Modern Language Association 
Daniel Bokser 
Cameron Bardrick (Alt) 

Mot ion Picture Association of  America 
William M. Baker 
Axel aus der M uhlen (Alt) 

Music Library Association 
Lenore Coral 
Mark M cKnight (Alt) 

National Agricultural Library 
Pamela Q. J. Andre 
Gary K. M ccone (Alt) 
National Archives and Records 

Administration 
Mary Ann Hadyka 

National Federation of Abstracting and 

Marion Harrell 

National Library of  Medicine 
Betsy L. Humphreys 

Nylink 
M ary-Alice Lynch 
Jane Neale (Alt) 

OASIS 
Laura Walker 

OCLC, Inc. 
Donald J. M uccino 

Openly Informatics Inc. 
Eric Hellman (Alt) 

R.R. Bowker 

Recording Industry Assn. of  America 
Linda R. Bocchi 
Michael Williams (Alt) 

Information Services 

Research Libraries Group 
Lennie Stove1 
Joan Aliprand (Alt) 

RoweCom, Inc. 
Robert Boissy 

SIRS Mandarin, Inc. 
Leonardo Lazo 
Harry Kaplanian (Alt) 

SIRSI Corporation 
Greg Hathorn 
Slavko M anojlovich (Alt) 

Society for  Technical Communication 
Annette Reilly 
Kevin Burns (Alt) 

Society of  American Archivists 
Lisa Weber 

Special Libraries Association 
Marjorie Hlava 

Sun Microsystems Inc. 
Cheryl Wright 
John C. Fowler (Alt) 

Triangle Research Libraries Network 
Jordan M. Scepanski 
Mona C. b u t s  (Alt) 

U.S. Department of  Commerce, National 
Institute of  Standards and Technology, 
Office of  Information Services 

Information Center 
U.S. Department of  Defense, Defense Technical 

Gopalakrishnan Nair 
Jane Cohen (Alt) 

U.S. National Commission on  Libraries and 

Denise Davis 

VTLS, Inc. 
h o d  Chachra 

Information Science 
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At the time NISO approved this standard, the following individuals served on its Board 
of Directors: 

~ 

NISO Board of Directors 
Donald J. Muccino, Chair 
OCLC, Inc. 

Beverly P. Lynch, Vice ChairKhair-Elect 
University of California, Los Angeles 

Joel H Baron, Immediate Past Chair 
Healthgate Data Corporation 

Jan Peterson, Treasurer 
Infotrieve, Inc. 

Patricia R. Harris, Executive Director 
National Infomation Standards Organization 

Pieter S.  H. Bolman 
Academic Press 

Priscilla Caplan 
Florida Center for Library Automation 

Carl Grant 
Ex Libris (USA), Inc 

Brian Green 
BIC/EDltEUR 

Richard E. Luce 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 

Deanna Marcum 
Council on Library and Information Resources 

Norman Paskin 
The International DOI Foundation 

Jan Peterson 
I nfotrieve 

Steven Puglia 
U.S. National Archives and Records Administration 

Jordan M. Scepanski 
Triangle Research Libraries Network 

Albert S immonds 
OCLC, Inc. 
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