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1 Scope

This module of NR/L2/TRK/001 applies to adjustment switches in all track categories
and covers:

a) general inspection and measurement checks;
b) inspection for lipping and the follow-up ultrasonic testing requirements;
c) dimensions and tolerances;

d) maintenance requirements, including minimum actions and timescales for
repair.

2 Definitions
See Glossary (NR/L2/TRK/001/mod01).

3 Provision

Adjustment switches (scarf joints which accommodate the expansion and contraction
of continuous welded rail) of an approved design are normally provided:

a) between CWR and jointed track;
b) between CWR and adjacent unstrengthened S&C;
c) clear of the structural expansion joint of the moving end of any underline bridge.

Install adjustment switches so that the inside tongues are trailing to the predominant
direction of traffic and the switches are square across the gauge.

Install a pair of strengthening rail straps fastened to the bearers.

4 Inspection

4.1 General inspection and measurement

Undertake inspections once per year.

Use TEF3204 to record details of the inspection and any action required.

During the inspection of adjustment switches, measure and check:

a) the gap openings against the dimensions in Table 1; |
b) the length of switch rail tip supported by the baseplate (see Figure 1);

c) that the full width of the foot is supported by the baseplate at the end of the
machining and is within the clamp plates (see Figure 2);

d) the tightness and condition of fastenings;
e) the bearer spacing against the dimensions in Table 2; |
f) that the strengthening straps are in place and holding down screws are tight.
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