
Task Risk Control Sheet     
 

NR/L3/MTC/RCS0216/GHE08   Page 1 of 2 

Discharges to water  RCS No: NR/L3/MTC/RCS0216/GHE08 
Issue: 2 

 

E&P         

S&T  

Track  

Off Track  

 

Personnel 
Involved 
 

Property  

 Pollution of ground 
or surface water  

 Fines or prosecution 
from EA/SEPA  

 Potential to cause 
land contamination

Key 
Risks ! 

 
 

None   Tools / 
Equipment    

 
 

Plant None   
 
 

Key Risks Controls 
Implemented 

By 
  All discharges to water shall be authorised by the EA/SEPA (unless 

this is covered by Grandfather rights) 
 Consented discharges shall be monitored as required by the consent 

conditions (EA/SEPA will advise if this is necessary) 
 In some cases, discharge consent may be required for the relevant 

water authority i.e Thames Water. 

Planner Discharges to 
foul sewers or 
controlled 
waters  
(including 
groundwater) 

 If consent conditions are not met immediate remedial action shall be 
taken  

Team Leader 

Grandfather 
rights to 
discharge  

 Discharge/s shall not be contaminated with silt, oils, sewage, 
chemicals or other potential contaminants 

Line Manager/ 
Team Leader 

Spillages to foul 
or surface water 
drains 

 Each depot should have a drainage plan detailing the location of foul 
and surface water drains 

 Oils, lubricants. chemicals and fuels shall not be stored in a location 
close to a drain/s 

 Oils and fuels shall not be refuelled in an area close to a drain 
without appropriate mitigation measures in place e.g. refuelling bund 

 Action shall be taken to ensure that any spillage does not enter a 
drain 

 Staff shall be  briefed on what to do in the event of an environmental 
emergency/spill  

 Spill kits shall be available in areas where oils, lubricants, chemical 
and fuels are stored, transported or being used. 

Line Manager 

Spillages to 
controlled 
waters (surface, 
ground, marine 
etc.)  

 Refuelling should not take place close to a water course  
 Oils, lubricants. chemicals and fuels should not be stored close to a 

water course/s 
 Staff shall be briefed on what to do in the event of an environmental 

emergency/spill  
 Spill kits and absorbent barriers should be available in areas where 

oils, lubricants, chemical and fuels are stored, transported or being 
used if close to a water course. 

 All spillages to a controlled water shall be reported to control 
 

Line Manager/ 
Team Leader 
 
 

Vehicle washing  
 

 No vehicles shall be washed on depot sites 
 All vehicles shall be washed off site at licensed washing facilities    

Line Manager 
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Key Risks Controls
Implemented

By 

 Water containing silt shall not be allowed to enter a controlled water 
without prior consent from the EA or SEPA 

Team Leader Silt arising from 
work sites 

 During the work planning phase precautions shall be taken and the 
appropriate way of dealing with silt contaminated water should be 
decided (e.g. settlement tank) 

Planner 
without prior consent from the EA or SEPA 

Mobile toilets  Mobile toilets shall be checked regularly for maintenance issues and 
leakages  

 Any leakages or spillages shall be prevented from entering any 
drains or controlled waters 

 A licensed contractor shall be used to empty any mobile toilets  
 Transient welfare handbook shall be consulted when planning works 
requiring mobile toilets 

Team Leader 

Weedspray 
restrictions  

 The Weedspray Protocol shall be referred and adhered to for all 
weedspray works.  

 The Water Source Protection Areas (WSPAs) list shall be referred to 
and used for planning any weedspray works (England and Wales). 

 The controls and herbicide restrictions outlined in the WSPA list and 
the weedspray protocol shall be implemented for all weedspray 
works. 

 All staff shall be briefed on any site and working restrictions/controls 
prior to weedspray application being undertaken. 

 The EA and SEPA shall be consulted before applying herbicides in 
any areas with water e.g. tree stumps in drains 

Line Manager 
/Team Leader 

Working in or 
near water  

 Flood Defense Consents may be needed for works in, over, under or 
adjacent to rivers in England and Wales  

 Consent shall be needed for construction of a culvert or flow control 
structure  

 Advise and application forms can be sought from your local 
Development and Flood Risk Team within the Environment Agency  

 For works in, over, under or adjacent to rivers in Scotland consent 
may be needed under the Controlled Activities Regulations (CAR); 
SEPA should be contacted for advice

Line Manager/ 
Planner 

PPE Required by NR / Maintenance Policy 

Wear Foot 
Protection 

If safety glasses introduce a risk (ie 
weather conditions) then the Team 
Leader shall assess the risk. The 
outcome of the assessment shall be 
recorded on the SSOWPS pack and 
safety glasses may be removed.  
This does not supersede the 
requirements for eye protection detailed 
on relevant Task Risk Control Sheets.

Wear Safety
glasses to 

BS EN166.F

Wear
 Hi 

Visibility
Clothing

Wear Head
Protection

Additional PPE Required by Task Risk Control Sheet 

Wear Hand
 Protection
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