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Foreword
Publishing information
This Publicly Available Specification (PAS) has been commissioned by 
the UK Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS) and 
developed through the British Standards Institution. It came into effect 
on 31 December 2007.

Acknowledgement is given to the following organizations that were 
involved in the development of this terminology:

• Cranfield University;

• Environ;

• Leeds University;

• Manchester University;

• National Physical Laboratory;

• University of Portsmouth.

In addition, acknowledgement is given to the contributions of those that 
commented, including BSI Technical Committee NTI/1, 
Nanotechnologies, the working groups of ISO Technical Committee 
ISO/TC 229, Nanotechnologies, and other organizations and experts.

BSI retains ownership and copyright of this PAS. BSI reserves the right 
to withdraw or amend this PAS on receipt of authoritative advice that it 
is appropriate to do so. This PAS will be reviewed at intervals not 
exceeding two years, and any amendments arising from the review will 
be published as an amended PAS and publicized in Update Standards.

This PAS is not to be regarded as a British Standard. It will be withdrawn 
upon publication of its content in, or as, a British Standard.

The PAS process enables a specification to be rapidly developed in 
order to fulfil an immediate need in industry. A PAS may be considered 
for further development as a British Standard, or constitute part of the 
UK input into the development of a European or International Standard.

Relationship with other publications
This PAS is issued as part of a suite of nanotechnology terminology 
PASs:

• PAS 71, Vocabulary – Nanoparticles;

• PAS 131, Terminology for medical, health and personal care 
applications of nanotechnologies;

• PAS 132, Terminology for the bio-nano interface;

• PAS 133, Terminology for nanoscale measurement and 
instrumentation;

• PAS 134, Terminology for carbon nanostructures;

• PAS 135, Terminology for nanofabrication;

• PAS 136, Terminology for nanomaterials.
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PAS 131 to PAS 136 include terms the definitions for which differ to 
those given in PAS 71:2005, which was published in June 2005. These 
differences are the result of further reflection and debate and reflect 
consensus within the PAS steering groups. Until PAS 71:2005 can be 
revised to incorporate these changes, it is intended that the terms in 
PAS 131 to PAS 136 take precedence over PAS 71:2005.

This suite of PAS acknowledges the standards development work being 
conducted by BSI Technical Committee NTI/1, Nanotechnologies, 
ISO TC/229, Nanotechnologies, IEC/TC 113, Nanotechnology 
standardization for electrical and electronic products and systems, 
and CEN/TC 352, Nanotechnologies. Attempts have been made to align 
the definitions in these PASs with the definitions being developed by 
these committees, particularly the draft ISO/TS 27687 Terminology 
and definitions for nanoparticles. However, as the work of these 
committees is at a development stage, complete alignment has not been 
possible in every instance.

Contractual and legal considerations
This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions 
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a Publicly Available Specification cannot 
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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