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Foreword 
 

This Publicly Available Specification, PAS 44, has been prepared by BSI to provide an interim 
specification for identification eartags for cattle. It was sponsored by the Livestock Identification 
Branch of the Animal Identification and International Trade Division of DEFRA. 

NOTE  Attention is also drawn to Commission Regulation (EC) No. 2629/97 of 29 December 1997 [1] and the Cattle 
Identification Regulations 1998 [2]. 

Acknowledgement is given to the following organizations that were consulted in the development 
of this specification: 

BSI Product Services; 
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), Livestock Identification Branch; 
Northern Ireland Assembly: Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD); 
National Assembly for Wales: Agriculture Department (NAWAD); 
Scottish Executive Environment: Rural Affairs Department (SEERAD); 
Joint DEFRA/Livestock Industry Government Working Group; 
BSI Technical Subcommittee AW/90. 

This specification is not intended to restrict new developments in design and materials. 

This PAS has been prepared and published by BSI, which retains its ownership and copyright. BSI 
reserves the right to withdraw or amend this PAS on receipt of authoritative advice that it is 
appropriate to do so. This PAS will be reviewed at intervals not exceeding two years, and any 
amendments arising from the review will be published as an amended PAS and publicized in 
Update Standards. 

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract. Users are 
responsible for its correct application. 

This Publicly Available Specification (PAS) is not to be regarded as a British Standard. It will 
be withdrawn upon publication of its content in, or as, a British Standard. 

Compliance with a Publicly Available Specification does not in itself confer immunity from 
legal obligations. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of pages 

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, pages 1 to 12, an inside 
back cover and a back cover. 

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the document was last issued. 
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1 Scope 

This PAS specifies requirements for the performance and testing of eartags used for the official 
identification of cattle. 

This PAS is not applicable to management tags or electronic components of eartags. 

The security aspects considered are those concerned with tamper-evidence and safeguarding against 
a tag’s reusability, materials including plasticity, welfare standards and printing processes including 
durability of print. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For 
dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the 
referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

BS EN ISO 4892-3, Plastics — Methods of exposure to laboratory light sources — 
Part 3: Fluorescent UV lamps. 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this PAS the following terms and definitions apply. 
 
3.1 
primary identification eartag 
flag type tag of a specified minimum size and colour, for which minimum size of characters are also 
specified, whose fitting, to either of a bovine’s ears, is compulsory within certain specified 
time-scales 

NOTE  Attention is drawn to Article 3 of Commission Regulation (EC) No. 2629/97 [1]. 
 
3.2  
secondary identification eartag 
tag whose fitting, to the other ear to which the primary identification eartag is fitted, is compulsory 
within certain specified time-scales 

NOTE 1  The secondary identification eartag may be of a range of materials, models and sizes.  

NOTE 2  There is no size requirement for the characters printed on a secondary identification eartag.  

NOTE 3  The secondary identification eartag may be the same design as the primary identification eartag or an 
approved alternative as covered under Article 4 of Commission Regulation (EC) No. 2629/97 [1]. The eartag may be a 
one-piece metal tag, or two-piece plastic tag of flag or button design. 
 
3.3  
plastic type tag 
tag with flag parts made out of a plastic material, but which may have metal inserts or tips  
 

3.4  
check digit 
digit that allows computer systems to check whether official animal identities have been correctly 
entered 
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3.5  
male part 
part of the identification eartag adapted to penetrate the ear of the animal, to fill a corresponding 
female part of the eartag and to provide a permanent connection between the two halves of the 
eartag 
 
3.6  
female part 
part of the identification eartag hollowed or moulded to receive a corresponding male part 
 
3.7  
oblique sealing 
sealing whereby the male part of the identification eartag has not been inserted at right angles into 
the female part 
 
3.8  
flag type 
plastic identification eartag that resembles in shape a flag or a leaf 

NOTE  A flag type is also known as a “leaf type”. 
 
3.9  
button 
one of the round parts of a plastic identification eartag that resembles in appearance a button 
 
3.10  
dagger type applicator 
applicator resembling in style a dagger or hunting knife 
 
3.11  
newton (N) 
force required to impart, to a mass of 1 kg, an acceleration of 1 m/s2 

NOTE  1 newton is equal to 0.224 8 pounds force. 

4 General requirements 

4.1 Materials 

4.1.1 Primary identification eartags shall be plastic type tags. 

4.1.2 Secondary identification eartags shall be either plastic type tags or produced from metal. 

4.1.3 The welfare of livestock shall be considered when selecting materials to be used in the 
construction of identification eartags. 

4.2 Design and construction 

4.2.1 Primary identification eartags and plastic type secondary identification eartags shall consist of 
two parts, a male part and a female part.  

NOTE  Welfare considerations should be taken into account whilst designing and constructing the male part, so as to 
minimize trauma and distress to the animal upon insertion of the identification eartag into the ear. 

4.2.2 Secondary identification eartags shall be one-piece metal, two-piece flag type, button, or 
two-piece plastic type tags. 
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