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Foreword

PAS 49 has been prepared by BSI to provide an interim code of practice for 
security consultants. It has been prepared by the Association of Security 
Consultants. 
NOTE Attention is drawn to the statutory requirements of the United Kingdom Private Security 
Industry Act 2001 [1].

As a code of practice, this PAS takes the form of guidance and recommendations. 
It should not be quoted as if it were a specification and particular care should be 
taken to ensure that claims of compliance are not misleading.

Acknowledgement is given to the following organizations that have been 
consulted in the development of this code of practice:

— Association of Security Consultants (ASC);
— British Security Industry Association (BSIA);
— Joint Security Industry Council (JSIC); 
— National Security Inspectorate (NSI); 
— Security Systems and Alarms Inspection Board (SSAIB);
— BSI Technical Committee GW/1;
— BSI Technical Committee GW/3.

This PAS has been prepared and published by BSI, which retains its ownership 
and copyright. BSI reserves the right to withdraw or amend this PAS on receipt 
of authoritative advice that it is appropriate to do so. This PAS will be reviewed 
at intervals not exceeding two years, and any amendments arising from the 
review will be published as an amended PAS and publicized in 
Update Standards.

This PAS is not to be regarded as a British Standard. It will be withdrawn upon 
publication of its content in, or as, a British Standard.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a PAS does not in itself confer immunity from legal 
obligations.
Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 9 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
© BSI 5 November 2002
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1 Scope

This code of practice gives recommendations for the provision of security consultancy.

Additionally, this code may assist those who wish to contract the services of a security consultant.
NOTE The term “security consultant” is used in the sense defined in the United Kingdom Private Security Industry Act 2001 [1]. 

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies.

BS 7858, Code of practice for security screening of personnel employed in a security environment.

BS 8600, Complaints management systems — Guide to design and implementation.

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this PAS the following definitions apply.

3.1  
assignment agreement
operational document detailing specific contractual duties

3.2  
customer
individual(s) or a corporate body retaining the services of a security consultant

3.3  
organization
individual or principal provider of security consultancy services

NOTE This definition also applies to a security consultant acting in a self employed capacity, a sole trader, a partnership or an 
incorporated company.

3.4  
security consultant
individual giving advice about:

a) the taking of security precautions in relation to any risk to property or to the person; or

b) the acquisition of any services involving the activities of a security operative.
NOTE 1 This definition does not apply to the giving of legal or financial advice or to the giving of any advice about the conduct of 
any business involving the acquisition of any services involving the activities of a security operative.

NOTE 2 This definition does not apply to any activities of a member of a relevant accountancy body that are carried: 

1) by him/her;

2) by any firm of which he/she is a partner or by which he/she is employed;

3) by any body corporate of which he/she is a director or member or by which he/she is employed.

NOTE 3 This definition does not apply to the provision of training to persons for the purpose of giving them qualifications, 
knowledge or skill for use in carrying out the activities of a security operative for others. 

NOTE 4 Attention is drawn to the fact that this definition reflects the content of the United Kingdom Private Security Industry 
Act 2001 [1].
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