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National foreword

This Published Document has been prepared under the direction of the British
Electrotechnical Committee and Electrotechnical Council. It is identical with
IEC 1201 : 1992 Extra-low voltage (ELV) — Limit values published by the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).

IEC 1201 has been published in the form of a technical report of type 3.
Therefore it is entirely informative in nature and does not contain matters
implying that it is normative. IEC intends to update this report in the light of
collected experience after a three year period. The aim is then to issue a new
version as a Basic Safety Publication and, at that stage, whether or not to
publish the revised document as a British Standard will be considered.

Cross-references

International standard Corresponding British Standard

PD 6519 Guide to effects of current passing through the
human body

IEC 479-1 : 1984 Part 1 : 1988 General aspects
(Identical)

IEC 479-2 : 1987 Part 2 : 1988 Special aspects
(Identical)

The Technical Committee has reviewed the provisions of IEC 50(826),

IEC 364-4-41 : 1992, IEC 449 : 1973 and IEC 990 : 1990 to which normative
reference is made in the text, and has decided they are acceptable for use in
conjunction with this document.
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1201 © IEC

INTRODUCTION

This technical report of type 3 is intended to give guidance to IEC technical committees on
the selection and application of voltage limits with regard to protection against electric
shock. Its purpose is to facilitate harmonization and consistency between different IEC
publications.

Furthermore, an attempt has been made to give an indication of the voltage limits as a
function of frequency. It is obvious that this report cannot cover all possible cases due to
the lack of information and scientific results. Technical committees are, therefore,
requested to use the given values and provisions as far as possible and to inform ACOS
about the experience gained. Suggestions for modifications and additions to the report
should be submitted to ACOS.

It is intended to update this report in the light of collected experience after a three-year
period. The aim is then to issue a new version as a Basic Safety Publication in accordance
with IEC Guide 104, under the auspices of an IEC technical committee.
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