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Foreword

This Published Document has been prepared by Technical Committee SW/65 to
meet an immediate need for guidance and additional information to enable the
three Parts of BS 5696 to be uniformly interpreted and applied.

The European Standards Organization, CEN, is currently drafting European
Standards for children’s playground equipment. Therefore, BS 5696 cannot be
revised but will be withdrawn upon publication of the equivalent European
Standards, which will be implemented in the UK as BS ENs.

This Published Document is intended to be an interim document, to give
guidance on the use of BS 5696 until the European Standards are published. It
will enable users to apply the standard uniformly.

This document does not attempt to vary the requirements of the standard in any
way. Its aim is to offer guidance on interpretation of the requirements and is
based on a considerable amount of practical experience.

BS 5696 applies to children’s play equipment intended for permanent installation
outdoors and for use by the public. It does not apply to equipment such as trim
trails and assault courses, but it does cover a number of hazards, such as
entrapment, which could be considered when designing trim trails, assault
courses, etc.
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Section 1. Guidance on BS 5696 : Part 1 :
Methods of test

1.1 Guidance on clause 4: Test for
finger, hand, limb and head traps

a) 4.3.1 All equipment: The requirement to
apply the probes in every accessible position
includes entrapment points below slide run-outs
and ground clearance for static equipment.

b) 4.4 Interpretation of results: Certain
bolts/screws used in playground equipment,
which are in accessible positions, have recessed
driving features into which the finger probe can
be inserted. 4.3.1 states that probes are to be
applied in every accessible position and in any
possible orientation that is likely to be reached
by a child during use of the equipment and that
can present a potential entrapment or crushing
hazard. It is considered unlikely that such
bolt/screw heads would constitute an entrapment
hazard if the maximum insertion depth of the
finger probe is 5 mm or less. In these cases, they
would not be a reason for the equipment to fail
the test.
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Section 2. Guidance on BS 5696 : Part 2 :
Specification for construction and performance

2.1 Guidance on clause 2: Definitions

2.4.4 Swinging equipment: The definition is
intended to apply to swinging equipment in which
the supports/seats have a minimum of two
suspension points. The number of suspension
points for a swinging assembly can be defined as
the number of attachment points present where
the swing’s assembly meets the supporting
structure, i.e. ‘conventional’ swings have two
suspension points. Therefore, tyre seats, for
example, are covered if they are suspended from
two points as shown in figure 3(d) of BS 5696 :
Part 1. The definition does not cover swings
suspended from a single point, single hanging
ropes, hanging rope ladders or hanging rope nets.

2.2 Guidance on clause 3: Performance
under load

This clause specifies that all equipment and parts
thereof shall meet the performance under load
requirement when tested in accordance with
clauses 2 and 3 of BS 5696 : Part 1, and
recommends minimum basic load values to which
equipment should be designed to ensure the
structural integrity of all parts of the equipment.

Thereafter, physical load testing to clause 3 of
Part 1 of BS 5696 is confined to the specific

equipment and parts given in table 1 of Part 1. For

example, for a conventional rocking horse, table 1
of Part 1 requires a load to be applied to the
seating position(s), but not to the footboards,
footrails or handgrips.

2.3 Guidance on clause 5: Access

a) General: Combined equipment (see clause 12)
should have at least one means of access
conforming to the requirements of clause 5.

b) 5.3 Treads or rungs: Access ladders to
‘A’-frame commencement platforms, as shown in
figure 1, should conform to the ladder
requirements shown in figure 1 of BS 5696 : Part 2.

2.4 Guidance on clause 6: Handrails,
guardrails and infilling

a) 6.1 General: Both handrails and guardrails,

where used to assist the passage of a user and
therefore are held on to, should be rounded in
cross-section. This does not apply to bars used
for infilling below guardrails.

It is considered that a handrail (see 2.6 and
figure 3a and clause 5 of BS 5696 : Part 2) be
permitted for use on stairs or ladders up to a
height of 2.5 m.

A guardrail (see 2.5 and figures 4 and 5 of

BS 5696 : Part 2) should be provided for all
ramps conforming to clause 5 of BS 5696 : Part 2
and for all platforms.

The commencement height for handrails and
guardrails should be at least 500 mm above
ground level or other adjacent surface.

b) 6.3 Guardrails: Where an ‘A’-frame
commencement platform is provided, normally
using round timber, the area indicated in figure 1
should conform to the guardrail requirements
given in 6.3 of BS 5696 : Part 2 if the platform is
more than 500 mm above ground level.

> 500

Barrier needed

Infill needed if >100 mm opening

Satisfactory as barrier
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Figure 1. Example of timber suspension bridge showing infill and barrier
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