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Foreword 

This document (CEN/TR 15003:2012) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 38 “Durability of 
wood and derived materials”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes CEN/TS 15003:2005. 

This Technical Report gives the criteria for hot air treatment for curative uses against wood destroying 
organisms. European Standard EN 14128 concerns the criteria for curative wood preservatives as determined 
by biological tests. 
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Introduction 

This document should be used in conjunction with EN 14128 which describes the performance requirements 
for curative wood preservatives as determined by biological tests. 

The need for hot air treatment for curative use against wood destroying organisms depends upon a careful 
diagnosis by expert, qualified specialists to determine the precise causes of the damage to be rectified. This 
should include the type of wood attacking organisms involved and in the case of beetles whether they are 
considered to be active, the environmental circumstances, the type of wood involved, the nature of the 
building or construction, and the structural and physical significance of the timber which is damaged or at risk 
of being damaged. 

In particular the need for hot air treatment for curative use against the true dry rot fungus (Serpula lacrymans) 
should include the precise identification of the dry rot fungus, the environmental circumstances, especially the 
source and nature of any wetting, and the nature of the building or construction, including the masonry in 
which the dry rot fungus is present. 

NOTE So far, no reliable methods exist to determine whether the true dry rot fungus in a building construction is dead 
or still alive, including dormant stage. 

Hot air treatment for curative use should be used in an integrated way as part of a carefully prescribed 
strategy involving a series of actions appropriate to the particular circumstances of each case. Associated 
physical measures involving appropriate building works to remedy ingress of moisture and to dry out any 
dampness can be an essential prerequisite for the use of any process for curative use. Expert diagnosis 
should take into account all regional, practical, environmental, economical, safety and any other factors which 
may be relevant to the prescriptive decisions to be taken. 

If properly done hot air treatment does not influence the mechanical properties of the timber involved. 
However, the temperature usually applied can influence materials other than wood. 

It is not the purpose of this document to provide a specification, or even guidance in developing specifications 
for remedial work to eradicate wood destroying organisms. It is intended to guide specifiers, users and others 
in selecting and specifying hot air treatment on the basis of its effectiveness as demonstrated in accordance 
with the criteria given. 
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