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European foreword 

This document (CEN/TS 17011-3:2024) has been prepared by the Technical Committee CEN/TC 440 
“Electronic Public Procurement”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document is part of a series of multi-part documents prepared, or under preparation, by 
CEN/TC 440: 

— 17011-series: eProcurement Architecture, providing a set of specifications outlining different 
aspects of the eProcurement architecture for Business Interoperability Specifications. 

— 17014-series: eTendering Business Interoperability Specifications, providing a set of 
specifications outlining business choreography, transaction, syntax binding specifications and 
guidelines required to support the eTendering processes. 

— 17015-series: eCatalogue Business Interoperability Specifications, providing a set of 
specifications outlining business choreography, transaction, syntax binding specifications and 
guidelines required to support the eCatalogue processes. 

— 17016-series: eOrdering Business Interoperability Specifications, providing a set of 
specifications outlining business choreography, transaction, syntax binding specifications and 
guidelines required to support the eOrdering processes. 

— 17017-series: eFulfilment Business Interoperability Specifications, providing a set of 
specifications outlining business choreography, transaction, syntax binding specifications and 
guidelines required to support the e-Delivery processes. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to announce this Technical Specification: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of 
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the 
United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

To enable flexible and streamlined development of the eProcurement specifications, this document has 
been designed to provide generic rules applicable to any eProcurement specification, to support 
adaptations required by the context, set out either by national rules or by sectorial needs. 

It highlights the needs aimed to be covered, the various solutions and the rules they must adhere to so 
that interoperability can be achieved. 

The terms “shall”, “shall not”, “should”, “should not”, “may”, “need not” “can” and “cannot” are to be 
interpreted according Annex H of Part 3 of the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations1. 

                                                             

1 extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://boss.cen.eu/media/BOSS%20CENELEC/ref/ir3_e.pdf 
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1 Scope 

This document describes: 

— the rationale for building customisation supporting business cases that are specific to their business 
environment while maintaining organisational and semantic interoperability with the TC 440 
specifications; 

— the difference between Usage specification and Extension specification; 

— a methodology on how to define customisations on: 

— BII Transaction specification, 

— Business rules, 

— Code lists; 

— how to claim compliance or conformance to a customisation of a TC 440 specification; 

— the connection to the eProcurement Ontology project. 

This specification does not describe the detailed process of building an extension. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 17015 (all parts), Electronic Public Procurement — Catalogue 

EN 17015-2,2 Electronic Public Procurement — Catalogue — Part 2: Transactions 

EN 17016 (all parts), Electronic Public Procurement — Ordering 

EN 17016-2,3 Electronic Public Procurement — Ordering — Part 2: Transactions 

EN 17017 (all parts), Electronic Public Procurement — Fulfilment 

EN 17017-2,4 Electronic Public Procurement — Fulfilment — Part 2: Transactions 

3 Terms and definitions 

3.1 
agent 
person, organization, or system that act in procurement or have the power to act in procurement 

                                                             

2 Under preparation. Stage at the time of publication: prEN 17015-2. 

3 Under preparation. Stage at the time of publication: prEN 17016-2. 

4 Under preparation. Stage at the time of publication: prEN 17017-2. 
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