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European foreword 

This document (CLC/TR 45550:2020) has been prepared by CEN-CLC/JTC 10 “Energy-related products - 
Material Efficiency Aspects for Ecodesign”, the secretariat of which is held by The Netherlands. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CENELEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

The dual logo CEN-CENELEC standardization deliverables, in the numerical range of 45550 – 45559, have 
been developed under standardization request M/543 of the European Commission and are intended to 
potentially apply to any product within the scope of the Directive 2009/125/EC concerning energy-related 
products (ErP). 

Topics covered in the above standardization request are linked to the following material efficiency aspects: 

a) Extending product lifetime; 

b) Ability to reuse components or recycle materials from products at end-of-life; 

c) Use of reused components and/or recycled materials in products. 

These standards are general in nature and describe or define fundamental principles, concepts, terminology or 
technical characteristics. They can be cited together with other product publications, e.g. developed by product 
technical committees. 

This document is intended to be used by technical committees when producing horizontal, generic, and product-
specific, or product-group, publications. 

NOTE CEN-CENELEC JTC 10 uses either CEN or CENELEC foreword templates, as appropriate. The template for 
the current document is correct at the time of publication. 
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Introduction 

When multiple groups work in parallel on different but closely related topics, it is important to have a common 
vocabulary to avoid confusing the reader. 

Given the extent of Standardization Request M/543 in terms of product coverage and number of deliverables, 
a common vocabulary is a key asset for all involved parties. Therefore, Standardization Request M/543 requires 
the following: “Definition of parameters and methods relevant for assessing durability, upgradability and ability 
to repair, re-use and re-manufacture of products”. 

This Technical Report “Definitions related to material efficiency” constitutes a collection of common terms used 
in deliverables prepared in accordance with Standardization Request M/543. The purpose of such a collection 
is to provide a single definition of key terms used in different standards developed under M/543. 

The source of the terms and definitions is the standards developed under M/543 or any other document 
referenced by such standards. 

Whenever possible, the proposed definitions are consistent with the ones given in European and International 
standards dealing with environmental aspects of products in scope of M/543. 
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