
BSI Standards Publication

Environmental aspects — Inclusion in 
electrotechnical product standards

PD IEC GUIDE 109:2012

Full document details: PD IEC GUIDE 109:2012

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/pd-iec-guide-109-2012
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/pd-iec-guide-109-2012


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IEC GUIDE 109 
Edition 3.0 2012-06 

GUIDE 
 
GUIDE 
 

Environmental aspects – Inclusion in electrotechnical product standards 
 
Aspects liés à l'environnement – Prise en compte dans les normes 
électrotechniques de produits 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ELECTROTECHNICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMISSION 
ELECTROTECHNIQUE 
INTERNATIONALE Q 
ICS 13.020 

PRICE CODE 
CODE PRIX 

ISBN 978-2-83220-141-1 
 

  
  

® Registered trademark of the International Electrotechnical Commission 
 Marque déposée de la Commission Electrotechnique Internationale 

® 
 

 Warning! Make sure that you obtained this publication from an authorized distributor. 
 Attention! Veuillez vous assurer que vous avez obtenu cette publication via un distributeur agréé. 

National foreword

This Published Document is the UK implementation of 
IEC Guide 109:2012. 

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical 
Committee L/-/99, Miscellaneous Standards - Electrical.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its committee manager.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication has been prepared in good faith, however no 
representation, warranty, assurance or undertaking (express or 
implied) is or will be made, and no responsibility or liability is or will be 
accepted by BSI in relation to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness or 
reasonableness of this publication. All and any such responsibility and 
liability is expressly disclaimed to the full extent permitted by the law.

This publication is provided as is, and is to be used at the 
recipient’s own risk.

The recipient is advised to consider seeking professional guidance with 
respect to its use of this publication.

This publication is not intended to constitute a contract. Users are 
responsible for its correct application.

This publication is not to be regarded as a British Standard.

© The British Standards Institution 2023 
Published by BSI Standards Limited 2023

ISBN 978 0 539 28976 3

ICS 13.020

Compliance with a Published Document cannot confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

This Published Document was published under the authority of the 
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 October 2023.

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication

Date Text affected

PUBLISHED DOCUMENT

Full document details: PD IEC GUIDE 109:2012

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/pd-iec-guide-109-2012
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/pd-iec-guide-109-2012


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IEC GUIDE 109 
Edition 3.0 2012-06 

GUIDE 
 
GUIDE 
 

Environmental aspects – Inclusion in electrotechnical product standards 
 
Aspects liés à l'environnement – Prise en compte dans les normes 
électrotechniques de produits 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ELECTROTECHNICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMISSION 
ELECTROTECHNIQUE 
INTERNATIONALE Q 
ICS 13.020 

PRICE CODE 
CODE PRIX 

ISBN 978-2-83220-141-1 
 

  
  

® Registered trademark of the International Electrotechnical Commission 
 Marque déposée de la Commission Electrotechnique Internationale 

® 
 

 Warning! Make sure that you obtained this publication from an authorized distributor. 
 Attention! Veuillez vous assurer que vous avez obtenu cette publication via un distributeur agréé. 

Full document details: PD IEC GUIDE 109:2012

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/pd-iec-guide-109-2012
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/pd-iec-guide-109-2012


 – 2 – Guide 109  IEC:2012 

CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION ..................................................................................................................... 5 
1 Scope ............................................................................................................................... 7 
2 Normative references ....................................................................................................... 7 
3 Terms and definitions ....................................................................................................... 7 
4 Product standards and the environment ............................................................................ 9 

4.1 General ................................................................................................................... 9 
4.2 Influence of provisions in product standards on the environment ........................... 10 
4.3 Environmental strategies ....................................................................................... 12 

5 Inputs and outputs to be considered in the development of product standards ................ 13 
5.1 General ................................................................................................................. 13 
5.2 Inputs .................................................................................................................... 14 
5.3 Outputs ................................................................................................................. 14 

Annex A Checklist for the consideration of environmental aspects in product standards........ 15 
Bibliography .......................................................................................................................... 16 
 
Figure 1 – Relationship between provisions in product standards and the 
environmental aspects and impacts associated with the product during its life cycle ............. 11 
 

Full document details: PD IEC GUIDE 109:2012

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/pd-iec-guide-109-2012
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/pd-iec-guide-109-2012


Guide 109  IEC:2012 – 3 – 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS –  
INCLUSION IN ELECTROTECHNICAL PRODUCT STANDARDS 

 
 

FOREWORD 
1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 

all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To 
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, 
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC 
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested 
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely 
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by 
agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence 
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in 
the latter. 

5) IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity 
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any 
services carried out by independent certification bodies. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of 
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This third edition of IEC Guide 109 has been prepared, in accordance with ISO/IEC 
Directives, Part 1, Annex A, by the IEC Advisory Committee on Environmental Aspects 
(ACEA). This guide is a non-mandatory guide in accordance with SMB Decision 136/8. 

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition edition published in 2003.  

The main changes with respect to the previous edition are as follows. This new edition: 

− is aligned to the revised ISO Guide 64 as far as it is relevant for standard writers; 

− emphasizes life cycle thinking as described in the horizontal standard IEC 62430; 

− provides a more elaborated check list in the annex. 
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The text of this IEC Guide is based on the following documents: 

Four month’s vote Report on voting 

C/1715/DV C/1730/RV 

 
Full information on the voting for the approval of this Guide can be found in the report on 
voting indicated in the above table. 

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 
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