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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that
are members of ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through
technical committees established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of
technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other
international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also
take part in the work.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for
the different types of document should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject
of patent rights. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent
rights. Details of any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the
Introduction and/or on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents) or the IEC
list of patent declarations received (see http://patents.iec.ch).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.org/
iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC JTC1, Information technology,
Subcommittee SC 36, Information technology for learning, education and training.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

Effective use of the characteristics of virtual, augmented and mixed reality (VR, AR and MR,
respectively) content in education has growing importance. There are increasing numbers of VR/
AR/MR educational resources and there are also VR/AR/MR resources that have been aligned with
curriculum documents. One of the main challenges is to search for and find content that is appropriate
for the curriculum. However, lack of adequate description of such characteristics in a standard way
makes it difficult for users to find suitable content.

This document describes a catalogue model for virtual, augmented and mixed reality content that can
be linked to curriculum and achievement standards information. The curriculum catalogue metadata is
designed to support search and retrieval of VR/AR/MR content in activities in education.

For teachers and learners, it supports:

— searching and selecting VR/AR/MR content related to curriculum;

— exploring specific features of the content (type, price, etc.) at a glance;

— finding technical information for the effective use of the VR/AR/MR content.

For the institution, it supports:

— managing the VR/AR/MR content related to the curriculum;

— adopting the VR/AR/MR content with priority based on the catalogue model.

For curriculum developers, it supports:

— comparing and identifying VR/AR/MR content for review to determine relevance to the curriculum.
For content providers, it supports:

— exploring and reviewing content to determine relevance and potential usefulness of content
development initiatives;

— providing tools to gather reviews and feedback regarding content developed.
For device vendors, it supports:

— providing support for feedback regarding performance, technical configuration (e.g. platform,
infrastructure), accessibility/usability information, and other improvements needed.

This document provides related catalogue models and specific elements of the catalogue model to use
VR/AR/MR content for activities in education. However, specification of the catalogue model using the
[SO/IEC 19788 series is not in the scope of this document.
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TECHNICAL REPORT ISO/IEC TR 23843:2020(E)

Information technology for learning, education and
training — Catalogue model for virtual, augmented and
mixed reality content

1 Scope

This document describes how to search for virtual reality (VR), augmented reality (AR) and mixed
reality (MR) content through a curriculum catalogue based on curriculum and achievement standards
information. The curriculum catalogue metadata is defined in order to search for educational VR and
MR content information.

2 Normative references

There are no normative references in this document.

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

[SO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

— IEC Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/

3.1

curriculum

formally structured statement describing learning outcomes aligned to specific topics or units of
learning, typically spanning all subject areas offered by an educational entity

3.2

virtual reality

VR

artificial environment presented using computer technologies

Note 1 to entry: Virtual reality has a high level of immersiveness, fidelity of information representation, and
degree of active learner participation compared to other forms of mixed reality.

[SOURCE: ISO/IEC TR 18121:2015, 3.6]

3.3

augmented reality

AR

virtual objects superimposed upon or composited with the real world

Note 1 to entry: Virtual and real-world objects co-exist in augmented reality systems.
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3.4

mixed reality

MR

display continuum in which both real and virtual images are combined in some way and in some
proportion

Note 1 to entry: Augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality (VR) are considered to be on the mixed reality
continuum.

4 Abbreviated terms

ADDIE analyse, design, develop, implement, evaluate

LET learning, education and training

5 Background

5.1 Metadata for digital content

Metadata, as data that provides information about other data, can describe all sorts of digital content
such as audio files, pictures, videos, games and learning resources. Metadata can be applied to not only
a digital object but also groups of related objects or collections of items so that they can be managed
and organized for users to better discover, evaluate, retrieve, use and share the content as needed.
Application of metadata is controlled by use of schemas consisting of defined fields for specific types
of information, and thus a metadata scheme provides a consistent and interoperable way to manage
the lifecycle of metadata by specific communities and sectors. Annex A describes related metadata
schemes for digital content for reference purposes: the ISO/IEC 23005 series for technical metadata
(MPEG-V, described in Reference [17]), metadata encoding and transmission standard (METS)[23] for
the library sector, VRA Corel18] for the cultural heritage sector, CRMdig[!2] for a provenance metadata,
and video game metadata schema (VGMS)[€ for descriptive and discovery metadata. The various types
of metadata and different metadata schemes can be combined to support diverse requirements.

5.2 Characteristics of VR/AR/MR content

In order to use learning content through technologies to support LET, it is necessary to be able to
search and read learning content information. This requires metadata that enables the interoperability
of educational content and the ability to perform comparisons and searches between LET content. The
series provides an extensible approach that can be used to support these efforts, and
similar types of initiatives can be used as well.

VR, AR or MR technology are increasingly applied to create content in various domains including
learning, education and training. However, the existing standards are insufficient to describe learning
content that uses VR/AR/MR technologies. This is due to characteristics of the bi-directional interaction
inherent in VR/AR/MR technology and requirements emerging from the utilization of new types of
media devices. In VR/AR/MR content, the users interact with content directly using their heads and
hands and receive the visual and auditory information back through VR/AR/MR devices such as the
headset. The VR headset provides a larger field of view than monitors do, and thus the actions become
more intuitive and direct.

VR/AR/MR content relies heavily on interactions with users in contrast to one-way delivery of content
in non-VR/AR/MR contexts. The interactions might involve not only interaction with content but also
with other users connected to the network. Approaches and methods outlined in the
series can be extended to support the diverse interactions, properties and effective use of VR/AR/MR
content. Especially, VR/AR/MR content depends on the visual and auditory devices and movement
tracking sensors. The content through digital media can be influenced by the hardware performance
and configurations like resolution or eye-tracking function. Therefore, additional properties that
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