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National foreword
This Published Document reproduces verbatim ISO/PAS 16917:2002.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee 
SME/32, Ships and marine technology, to Subcommittee SME/32/10, Ships and 
marine technology — computer applications, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international publications referred to 
in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue under the section entitled 
“International Standards Correspondence Index”, or by using the “Search” 
facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British Standards Online.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.
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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

In other circumstances, particularly when there is an urgent market requirement for such documents, a 
technical committee may decide to publish other types of normative document: 

— an ISO Publicly Available Specification (ISO/PAS) represents an agreement between technical experts in 
an ISO working group and is accepted for publication if it is approved by more than 50 % of the members 
of the parent committee casting a vote; 

— an ISO Technical Specification (ISO/TS) represents an agreement between the members of a technical 
committee and is accepted for publication if it is approved by 2/3 of the members of the committee casting 
a vote. 

An ISO/PAS or ISO/TS is reviewed after three years in order to decide whether it will be confirmed for a 
further three years, revised to become an International Standard, or withdrawn. If the ISO/PAS or ISO/TS is 
confirmed, it is reviewed again after a further three years, at which time it must either be transformed into an 
International Standard or be withdrawn. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO/PAS 16917 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 8, Ships and marine technology, 
Subcommittee SC 10, Computer applications. 
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0 Introduction 

0.1 Background 

The need to exchange data in electronic form is recognized throughout industry and government. This need 
has been driven by specific business requirements and has resulted in the initiation of many data-transfer 
standards. The transportation industry is particularly dependent on the efficient exchange of information 
among the many participants. These data-transfer requirements cover both the transportation assets needed 
to perform the transportation as well as commercial information on the cargo transported. To that end, a 
number of parallel efforts are underway to promote data exchange by way of standards organizations, the 
United Nations and trade associations. The need to exchange data relative to cargo, ship, intermodal 
transport, and port security gives urgency to the establishment of an applicable data-transfer standard. 

Data-transfer standards and schema have been built around the models of specific business processes and 
have identified specific data sets requiring exchange. Many of these specific commercial requirements were 
met by EDI data messages. The exchange of specific technical data for the building of ships is being 
addressed by STEP (ISO 13303) standards. These standards embed the data definitions in the software, 
limiting the flexibility for use in other applications. EDI and STEP require the implementation of costly complex 
software. Both are primarily implemented by large organizations with their trading partners. Worldwide data 
exchange, including small to medium enterprises, will require low-cost, flexible, Internet-based data-transfer 
methods. The implementation of new methods will incorporate common data definitions across all systems 
and will not limit the continued use of EDI or STEP. 

New requirements include broad searches of business and security-related data and the ability to link a 
particular data item to many other data items located in diverse databases. Clearly, the ability to meet new 
business and government data-transfer needs will require some standard identification of the data elements. 
The Internet will play a crucial role in data exchange; however, the current primary limitation is a lack of 
common understanding on the meaning of the data. Therefore, data definitions relative to specific domains 
must be developed by industry groups with knowledge of the requirements. These Data Dictionary definitions, 
which may record other locations of the data, may then be linked to participating organization’s databases. It 
does not require any organization to change the format of their own data but allows them to map to the 
standard Data Dictionary definition to facilitate data exchange. 

Advancement in data-transfer technology results in changes in transfer documents and techniques. The 
separating out of the relatively stable data definitions from the changing data-transfer technology will facilitate 
the implementation of the new technology. 

The data-exchange requirements may start with the building and operation of the equipment involved, from 
ships to container transport to port facilities. The commercial operation of the equipment requires even larger 
amounts of data exchange, including cargo documentation and the operation of the transportation equipment 
and terminals. Governments require the exchange of information concerning the safety of personnel and the 
environment, as well as the rapid analysis of transportation data to identify potential security risks. 

Throughout the whole transportation process, the exchange of information is necessary among all the 
segments including 

 building and operation of ships and equipment, 

 building and operation of cargo containers and related equipment, 

 building and operation of ports and terminals, 

 tracking of cargo and containers (cargo visibility), 

 exchange of commercial documents (shippers, brokers, carriers), 
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 e-commerce in support of transportation (chartering, provisions, bunkers, services), 

 monitoring ship and cargo movements, including security checks of cargo, ships, and personnel, and 

 collection of customs duties and port dues. 

Each of these segments of the transportation process has developed data-exchange procedures to serve their 
own needs. Their systems were not designed to exchange data with external organizations. Even when the 
same basic transfer technology was used, the data is recorded in a different manner. World events now 
require the ability to exchange data across all segments. This Publicly Available Specification addresses the 
basic requirements to accomplish this using current international standards and without the need to change 
existing databases. 

0.2 Purpose of ISO 16917 

The purpose of this Publicly Available Specification is to facilitate the efficient transfer of data between various 
organizations involved with maritime and intermodal transportation and security. Transportation-security 
information requires an even wider access to data including trucks, trains and air shipment. This Publicly 
Available Specification will provide a method of linking databases on a worldwide basis so that data may be 
exchanged from computer to computer without manual intervention or need to change the way the data is 
stored. This Publicly Available Specification does not propose to define the commercial or government 
documents used in international trade, as a number of standards under development address this requirement. 
This Publicly Available Specification defines data elements in clear concise terms that can be used in multiple-
data-transfer documents and to define the data elements in Data Dictionaries in a standardized way separate 
from the transfer documents. It will also define how the data dictionaries will be structured and maintained and 
how they may be used to link similar data around the world. The data-transfer may apply to the data exchange 
in the normal course of maritime business for both commercial and military transportation or to the collection 
and exchange of data in the security process from many diverse databases around the world. The data search 
and transfer process should be efficient and low cost with access through the Internet, along with a method of 
linking databases with different data structures by mapping to common data elements located in data 
dictionaries. 

0.3 Description of ISO 16917 

ISO 16917 is a Publicly Available Specification for the definition and structuring of meaningful data that is 
required to be readily exchanged in the maritime and intermodal transportation process. The meaning and 
structure of the data will be defined to a level that allows electronic exchange without the need for manual 
validation. The data elements will be defined in data dictionaries representing specific business domains. 
Data-transfer will be accomplished using some data-transfer messaging protocol (i.e. EDI, STEP/EXPRESS, 
XML). A Reference Data Library consisting of Data Dictionaries of metadata required in specific domains will 
be defined. Reference linking will be provided between data defined in Domain Data Dictionaries. This 
Publicly Available Specification will include a common method of indexing, structuring, and linking the data 
using a data model for both the data dictionary and the business domain, and it will support the exchange of 
data for the life cycle of the transportation equipment and its commercial use. This Publicly Available 
Specification makes reference to ISO/IEC 11179 and uses this International Standard as the basis for the data 
dictionaries. 

This Publicly Available Specification describes four elements: 

a) definition of the data in a standard form (Data Dictionaries), see Clause 4; 

b) modeling of the data for reference indexing and searching (e.g. XML modeling and Topic maps), see 
Clause 5 and 6; 

c) method of mapping data to other instances of the same data (e.g. Topic maps), see  Clause 6; 

d) electronically transmitting the data between computer systems incorporating rapidly evolving XML and 
EDI standards and dialects, see Clause 7. 
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Ships and marine technology — Data transfer standard for 
maritime and intermodal transportation and security 

1 Scope 

This Publicly Available Specification specifies a representation of information associated with the surface 
(marine, highway, rail) transportation of cargo and personnel. It supports the following: 

 definition of information required to be exchanged in the building and operation of transportation 
equipment throughout its life cycle (see Figure 1); 

 definition of information required to be exchanged in the commercial operation of transportation 
equipment and the movement of cargo (see Figure 2). 

 

Figure 1 — Transportation equipment life cycle 

 

Figure 2 — Cargo transportation process 

This Publicly Available Specification identifies the information that may be exchanged in both the production 
and operation of the assets needed in the transportation process as well as the information needed in the 
commercial transportation process and the regulatory information relating to each. Asset procurement and 
operation, as well as commercial transactions, are needed to support international trade. Continuous 
exchange of information between the equipment operators and the commercial operators are part of the 
transportation process. The above diagrams show the various processes and stages involved with maritime 
and intermodal transportation requiring data exchange. 

This Publicly Available Specification is applicable to the implementation of databases and data warehouses 
that enable data sharing among the various participants in the transportation process. 

The purpose of the Data Dictionary definitions is to allow the mapping of data that relates to the base 
definitions, with multiple occurrences of the data within industry and government databases. 
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