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Marine Bunkering - Hiring and Supervision 
of Transport by Barge 

 Procedure 

This Standard replaces and cancels its previous revision. 

The CONTEC - Authoring Subcommittee provides guidance on the 
interpretation of this Standard when questions arise regarding its contents. The 
Department of PETROBRAS that uses this Standard is responsible for adopting 
and applying the sections, subsections and enumerates thereof. 

CONTEC 
Comissão de Normalização 

Técnica 
 

Technical Requirement: A provision established as the most adequate and 
which shall be used strictly in accordance with this Standard. If a decision is 
taken not to follow the requirement (“non-conformity” to this Standard) it shall be 
based on well-founded economic and management reasons, and be approved 
and registered by the Department of PETROBRAS that uses this Standard. It is 
characterized by imperative nature. 

SC - 40 

Recommended Practice: A provision that may be adopted under the conditions 
of this Standard, but which admits (and draws attention to) the possibility of 
there being a more adequate alternative (not written in this Standard) to the 
particular application. The alternative adopted shall be approved and registered 
by the Department of PETROBRAS that uses this Standard. It is characterized 
by verbs of a nonmandatory nature. It is indicated by the expression: 
[Recommended Practice]. 

Copies of the registered “non-conformities” to this Standard that may contribute 
to the improvement thereof shall be submitted to the CONTEC - Authoring 
Subcommittee. 

 

Maritime Transportation of 
Petroleum, Derivatives, and  

Bio-Fuels 

Proposed revisions to this Standard shall be submitted to the CONTEC - 
Authoring Subcommittee, indicating the alphanumeric identification and revision 
of the Standard, the section, subsection and enumerate to be revised, the 
proposed text, and technical/economic justification for revision. The proposals 
are evaluated during the work for alteration of this Standard. 

“This Standard is exclusive property of Petróleo Brasileiro S. A. - 
PETROBRAS, internal application and PETROBRAS Subsidiaries and 
shall be used by its suppliers of goods and services under contracts or 
similar under the conditions established in Bidding, Contract, Agreement 
or similar. 
The use of this Standard by other companies / organizations / government 
agencies and individuals is the sole responsibility of the users..” 

 

 

Introduction 
 

PETROBRAS Technical Standards are prepared by Working Groups - WG 

(consisting specialized of Technical Collaborators from Company and its Subsidiaries), are 

commented by Company Units and its Subsidiaries, are approved by the Authoring Subcommittees - 

SCs (consisting of technicians from the same specialty, representing the various Company Units and 

its Subsidiaries), and ratified by the Executive Nucleus (consisting of representatives of the Company 

Units and its Subsidiaries). A PETROBRAS Technical Standard is subject to revision at any time by its 

Authoring Subcommittee and shall be reviewed every 5 years to be revalidated, revised or cancelled. 

PETROBRAS Technical Standards are prepared in accordance with PETROBRAS Technical 

Standard N-1. For complete information about PETROBRAS Technical Standards see PETROBRAS 

Technical Standards Catalog. 
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Foreword 
 
This Standard is the English version (issued in 07/2015) of PETROBRAS N-2653 REV. D 07/2015. In 
case of doubt, the Portuguese version, which is the valid document for all intents and purposes, shall 
be used. 
 
 
1  Scope 
 
 
1.1  This Standard establishes the required conditions for hiring and supervision of the bunker 
transport activity by barge. 
 
 
1.2  This Standard applies to services started as of its date of issuance. 
 
 
1.3  This Standard contains Technical Requirements and Recommended Practice. 
 
 
2  Normative References 
 
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document applies. 
 

PETROBRAS N-2651 - Quality Control for Supply of Marine Fuel; 
 
PETROBRAS N-2652 - Bunkering - Operational Control; 
 
PETROBRAS N-2671 - Vessels on Terminals - Operations With Barges; 
 
ASTM D4057 - Practice for Manual Sampling of Petroleum and Petroleum Products; 
 
PG-3AT-00180-0 - Critérios de Aceitação para Embarcações Empregadas na Navegação 
Interior. 

 
NOTE For documents referred in this Standard and for which only the Portuguese version is 

available, the PETROBRAS department that uses this Standard should be consulted for any 
information required for the specific application. 

 
 
3  Terms and Definitions 
 
For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 
 
 
3.1 
High Sulfur Content (ATE) 
they are combustible oils with sulfur content higher than 1 % m/m 
 
 
3.2 
barge 
vessel for bunkering storage, transportation and delivery to ships, also comprising the tankers used for 
these operations 
 
 
3.3 
Low Sulfur Content (BTE) 
they are combustible oils with sulfur content lower than 1 % m/m 
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3.4 
bunker 
generic designation given to marine fuels, including residual and distilled fuels 
 
 
3.5 
draft 
vertical distance, measured over a crosswise plane between the keel and the waterline 
 
 
3.6 
Bunker Delivery Note - BDN 
document which records the bunkering deliver to the ship, containing the product’s specified quality 
and quantity 
 
 
3.7 
barge cycle 
period which comprises the whole vessel operation in order to check the transported amounts 
 
 
3.8 
barge cycle for determining the differences in delivery 
are the differences under responsibility of the barger, and this is the period between the measurement 
of the product(s) after loading of the barge and measurement of the remaining quantity prior to a new 
loading 
 
 
3.9 
trim 
difference between the front and the aft drafts 
 
 
3.10 
debunker 
bunker removal from the fuel tanks of a ship 
 
 
3.11 
auxiliary vessel 
available vessel for positioning of the containment barrier for aiding on the fight against pollution in 
case of a product spill 
 
 
3.12 
supply vessel 
ready vessel, designated to fight against pollution on bunkering operations 
 
 
3.13 
supervision 
term used to designate the PETROBRAS’ representative in charge of supervising the provision of 
bunker transportation service 
 
 
3.14 
safety surveyor 
professional designated to monitor the bunkering operations, aiming to comply with the operational 
safety procedures 
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