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Abstract
This specification defines the requirements and program for the American Welding Society to certify welding inspectors. 
The certification of visual welding inspectors requires documentation of experience, satisfactory completion of an 
examination, and proof of visual acuity. The examination tests the inspector’s knowledge of welding processes, welding 
procedures, destructive tests, terms, definitions, symbols, reports, safety, and responsibilities.
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Statement on the Use of American Welding Society Certification Standards

All standards (codes, specifications, recommended practices, methods, classifications, and guides) of the American 
Welding Society (AWS) are voluntary consensus standards that are developed through a consensus standards development 
process that brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus. While the AWS 
administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently 
test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in its standards. 
Further, given the rapid changes in the field, AWS cannot warrant that the certification standard will at all times reflect the 
most current knowledge.

Certification is achieved by satisfying a combination of defined education, experience, and/or examination requirements. 
Certification is not an assurance of future competence or ability.

An endorsement to a certification adds to a certification by indicating demonstration of a knowledge, skill, or ability in a 
particular skill area that may not be sufficiently broad or unique to support a separate and distinct certification designation. 
An endorsement is not an indication of approval by AWS or an assurance of future performance.

AWS disclaims liability for any injury to persons or to property, or other damages of any nature whatsoever, including 
special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory damages, directly or indirectly resulting from the negligent conduct or 
other acts or omissions of any individual certified by AWS.

In issuing and making this standard available, AWS is neither undertaking to render professional or other services for or on 
behalf of any person or entity, nor is AWS undertaking to perform duty owed by any person or entity to someone else. 
Employers and other persons utilizing the services individuals certified by AWS are responsible for determining the 
qualifications, competence, and ability of those individuals. 

This standard may be superseded by new editions. This standard may also be corrected through publication of amendments 
or errata, or supplemented by publication of addenda. Information on the latest editions of AWS standards including 
amendments, errata, and addenda is posted on the AWS web page (www.aws.org). Users should ensure that they have the 
latest edition, amendments, errata, and addenda.

Publication of this standard does not authorize infringement of any patent or trade name. Users of this standard accept any 
and all liabilities for infringement of any patent or trade name items. AWS disclaims liability for the infringement of any 
patent or product trade name resulting from the use of this standard.

Finally, the AWS does not monitor, police, or enforce compliance with this standard, nor does it have the power to do so.

On occasion, text, tables, or figures are printed incorrectly, constituting errata. Such errata, when discovered, are posted on 
the AWS web page (www.aws.org).

Official interpretations of any of the technical requirements of this standard may only be obtained by sending a request, in 
writing, to the appropriate certification committee. Such requests should be addressed to the American Welding Society, 
Attention: Managing Director, Certification Department, 8669 NW 36th St., #130, Miami, FL 33166 (see Annex A). With 
regard to technical inquiries made concerning AWS standards, oral opinions on AWS standards may be rendered. These 
opinions are offered solely as a convenience to users of this standard, and they do not constitute professional advice. Such 
opinions represent only the personal opinions of the particular individuals giving them. These individuals do not speak on 
behalf of AWS, nor do these oral opinions constitute official or unofficial opinions or interpretations of AWS. In addition, 
oral opinions are informal and should not be used as a substitute for an official interpretation.

This standard is subject to revision at any time by the AWS Qualification & Certification Committee. Comments 
(recommendations, additions, or deletions) and any pertinent data that may be of use in improving this standard are 
required and should be addressed to AWS Headquarters. Such comments will receive careful consideration by the AWS 
Qualification & Certification Committee and the author of the comments will be informed of the Committee’s response to 
the comments. Guests are invited to attend all meetings of the AWS Qualification & Certification Committee to express 
their comments verbally. Procedures for appeal of an adverse decision concerning all such comments are provided in the 
Rules of Operation of the Qualification & Certification Committee. A copy of these rules can be obtained from the 
American Welding Society, 8669 NW 36th St., #130, Miami, FL 33166.
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R. E Dines, 2nd Vice Chair United Technical Inc

J. Gayler, Secretary American Welding Society

E. A. Abbott Ironworkers International Union
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J. I. Johnson North Dakota State College of Science

V. Kuruvilla Genesis Quality Systems Lexicon
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D. Logan Alloy Engineering
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A. J. Moore Marion Testing & Inspection
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C. E. Pepper Southeastern Louisiana University
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J. R. Reid Reid Consulting
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Dedication

Jerry H. Hope 1940–2012

The AWS Certification Committee and the CCC Subcommittee on 
Certification of Welding Inspectors dedicate this edition of QC1, 
Specification for AWS Certification of Welding Inspectors, to the memory 
of Jerry H. Hope.

Since 2007, Jerry served on the AWS Certification Committee and 
participated in the Committee for many years prior to becoming a member. 
He also chaired the CCSTI Subcommittee on Test Supervisor Instruction 
and in 2008, joined the CCC Subcommittee to help improve the QC1, 
Specification for AWS Certification of Welding Inspectors. He also served 
as an AWS Test Supervisor for over 20 years and was a Life Member of the 
AWS. Jerry’s loyalty, devotion, and contributions to the improvement of the 
certification programs are to be commended and he will be missed by those 
who knew and had the privilege to work with him.
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