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rules, regulations or instructions. 
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Part 1 Purpose and Introduction 

1.1 Purpose 

1.1.1 This document mandates requirements for the reporting and dissemination of 
urgent operating safety information. 

1.2 Introduction 

1.2.1 Background 

1.2.1.1 This standard recognises the need for the infrastructure managers (IM) and 
railway undertakings (RU) to have a common system for disseminating matters of 
an urgent nature concerning operational incidents or irregularities, and certain 
types of equipment defect, to each other.  The advice may relate to 
circumstances where other industry parties need to take immediate action, and 
where other means of communication may not be sufficiently rapid or reach the 
intended audience. 

1.2.2 Principles 

1.2.2.1 The requirements of this document are based on the principle that Network Rail, 
as infrastructure manager of the GB rail network, provides the means through the 
National Operations Centre to process urgent operating advices initiated 
internally or by a railway undertaking or other infrastructure manager.  Allocating 
a national incident report (NIR) number, the advice is then sent to a designated 
recipient in each railway undertaking and/or other infrastructure manager, which 
will make an informed judgement on the applicability of the urgent operating 
advice to its sphere of operations and take necessary actions to control the risk.   

1.2.2.2 Details of the arrangements for this process, and the means by which to raise an 
Urgent Operating Advice, are available on the www.railnotices.net website. 

1.2.3 Related requirements in other documents 

1.2.3.1 Note exclusions listed in Definitions under ‘Equipment’, where application of 
GE/RT8250 and GK/RT0106 applies.  

1.2.4 Supporting documents 

1.2.4.1 There are no Railway Group documents supporting this Railway Group Standard.  

1.2.4.2 The following Network Rail document supports this Railway Group Standard: 
Urgent Operating Advice report form (NIR3350) available on the 
www.railnotices.net website. 

1.3 Approval and authorisation of this document 

1.3.1 The content of this document was approved by Traffic Operation and 
Management Standards Committee on 13 September 2011.  

1.3.2 This document was authorised by RSSB on 28 October 2011.  
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