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1. PURPOSE: This AIR defines the major groups of impairments and disabilities
among passengers who use aircraft as a transportation mode, and the types of
safety problems which might be associated with each impairment. These -
impairments, and their safety-related problems, should be considered when
referring to ARP's related to the design of cabin furnishings and equipment.

2. TYPE OF IMPAIRMENTS: There is a variety of impairments amongst the traveling
pubTic, any one of which could put a passenger at a disadvantage in certain
cabin emergencies. Some physical conditions not normally classified as
handicaps (e.g., obesity) may cause safety problems not only for the affected
passenger, but for others as well. The impairment may be either temporary or
long term. _ '

IMPAIRMENT POTENTIAL SAFETY PROBLEM

Partial or Total Blindness Difficulty in:

Seeing flight attendant demonstrat1on

Reading safety card

Seeing advisory safety messages

Orienting oneself within the cabin

Seeing exit signs and emergency
escape routes during evacuation

Seeing instructional placards on
emergency equipment

Partial or Total Deafness Difficulty in:
Hearing flight attendant briefing
Hearing safety advisory messages
Hearing commands during emergencies

Speech Impairment Difficulty in expressing need for _
assistance or calling for help in cabin
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