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1. SCOPE 

The Generic Open Architecture (GOA) Framework family of documents is organized into sets. This is the introductory 
document for those sets. The GOA family of documents is intended to support the development of affordable systems 
through the use of open systems concepts. 

The GOA family of documents is intended to provide input for the systems engineering process. The documents are 
applicable to the analysis of existing architectures as well as the development of new system architectures using open 
systems concepts. The domain specific documents catalog appropriate interface standards and, along with the domain 
independent documents, define a technical architecture for an associated specific domain. In other words, they provide 
the “rules and regulations” (i.e., the “building codes”) to be used during the systems engineering process when developing 
a system architecture for use in that domain. Each domain specific set of documents includes recommended interface 
standards, rationale for those standards, and guidance in the application of those standards for a given analysis or 
development. 

1.1 Purpose 

This document provides an overview of the structure of the GOA family of documents. It also outlines the process for 
maintenance of defined documents in the GOA family of documents and the process for development of new domain 
specific extension sets. 

1.2 Intended Audience 

This document describes the structure of the GOA family of documents for anyone that has an interest in understanding 
or using the GOA Framework. This includes system engineers, hardware engineers, software engineers, engineering 
managers, project managers, academia, and procurement personnel. 
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1.3 Document Structure 

This document is organized as follows: 

Section 1:  Scope - provides an introduction and purpose of this document. 

Section 2:  References - lists documents referenced within this document. 

Section 3:  GOA Family of Documents Structure - defines the structure and provides an overview of the GOA Family of 
Documents Set 

Section 4:  GOA Family of Documents Maintenance and Extensions Development Process 

Appendix A:  Domain Catalog Set Documents 

2. REFERENCES 

2.1 Applicable Documents 

The following publications form a part of this document to the extent specified herein.  The latest issue of SAE 
publications shall apply.  The applicable issue of other publications shall be the issue in effect on the date of the purchase 
order.  In the event of conflict between the text of this document and references cited herein, the text of this document 
takes precedence.  Nothing in this document, however, supersedes applicable laws and regulations unless a specific 
exemption has been obtained. 

2.1.1 SAE Publications 

Available from SAE International, 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001, Tel: 877-606-7323 (inside 
USA and Canada) or 724-776-4970 (outside USA), www.sae.org. 

AS4893 Generic Open Architecture (GOA) Framework 

AIR5315 Overview and Rationale for the Generic Open Architecture (GOA) Framework Standard 

2.2 Other Publications 

JTA 1.0 The Joint Technical Architecture, Version 1.0 Aug 22, 1996 

2.3 Definitions 

2.3.1 DOMAIN 

A Domain is a grouping of related items within a certain area of interest. DoD domains include Operational Domains (e.g., 
joint strike, strategic deterrence) and Functional Domains (e.g., communications, navigation, fire control). (Source: TRI-
SERVICE Open Systems Architecture Working Group) 

2.3.2 PROFILE 

A standardization document that characterizes the requirements of a standard or group of standards, and specifies how 
the options and ambiguities in the standard(s) should be interpreted or implemented. (Based on the definition of 
“functional profile” from Federal Standard 1031C.) In particular, a profile is a version definition of a baseline standard or 
group of standards that includes all mandatory items unchanged but specifically includes or eliminates each possible 
option. It forms a version with options defined. 
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