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FOREWORD

Changes in this revision are format/editorial only.

1. SCOPE:

This document lists recommended noun titles for drawings of support equipment and provides
definitions for each. The use of secondary modifiers to distinguish a part from similar parts is also
covered.

2. REFERENCES:
2.1 Applicable Documents:

The following publications form a part of this document to the extent specified herein. The latest
issue of SAE publications shall apply. The applicable issue of other publications shall be the
issue in effect on the date of the purchase order. In the event of conflict between the text of this
document and references cited herein, the text of this document takes precedence. Nothing in
this document, however, supersedes applicable laws and regulations unless a specific exemption
has been obtained.

2.1.1 U.S. Government Publications: Available from DODSSP, Subscription Services Desk,
Building 4D, 700 Robbins Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19111-5094.

MIL-STD-12
DOD Cataloging Handbook H6
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3. COMPOSITION OF TITLES:

3.1 The title shall be the name by which a particular part or assembly is known. It shall be as brief as
possible.

3.2 Drawing titles shall be composed in two basic parts. The first part is the item name which shall
consist of a noun or noun phrase and a primary modifier(s). The second part shall consist of
additional modifiers, as required, to complete the item identity and distinguish between similar
items.

NOUN OR NOUN PHRASE, PRIMARY MODIFIER(S), SECONDARY MODIFIER(S)

ITEM NAME

P S

COMPLETE TITLE l

FIGURE 1
3.3 The following general rules shall apply in the composition of drawing titles:

3.3.1 The noun or noun phrase and modifiers or modifying phrases shall be separated from each
other by commas.

3.3.2 No abbreviations shall be used in the item name except the word ASSEMBLY (ASSY),
SUBASSEMBLY (SUBASSY), or INSTALLATION (INSTL). Abbreviations may be used in the
second part of the title providing they conform to MIL-STD-12.

3.3.3 The conjunction “or” and the preposition “for” shall not be used in any part of a drawing title.
3.4 First Part of the Title (Item Name):

The first (or standardized) portion of the title shall be one of the nouns or noun phrases contained
in Paragraph 5.

3.4.1 The word ASSEMBLY or ASSY when used shall appear as the last word of the noun phrase on
applicable assembly drawings.

3.4.2 The second part of the item name (the primary modifier(s)) shall be those modifiers necessary
to classify the noun or noun phrase by distinguishing between type grades and varieties of the
item. Each primary modifier shall independently modify the noun or noun phrase and not a
preceding modifier.

3.4.3 A modifier may be a single word or a modifying phrase. A word which qualifies another word in
a modifying phrase shall precede the word it qualified; e.g., BRACKET, REGULATING VALVE.
Note that the word “REGULATING” qualifies the word “VALVE” and precedes it in the modifying
phrase.
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3.4.4 When an item name from one title is used as a modifier on another title, it shall be written in a
straight-forward manner without commas.

Example: NOZZLE, EXHAUST (item name)
ADAPTER, EXHAUST NOZZLE (used as modifier)

3.5 Second Part of Title (Secondary Modifiers):

The secondary modifiers shall be those modifiers (if any) required to distinguish a part from a
similar part in the same component or unit and shall be kept to a minimum. Each secondary
modifier or modifying phrase shall independently modify the item name and not a preceding
modifier.

3.5.1 These modifiers may indicate, as required, the form, size, relative position, location, etc., of the
item; e.g., number, right hand, left hand, clockwise, counterclockwise, inner, outer, upper,
lower, forward, aft, round, square, etc., or the principal unit of which it is a part, if the item name
has not done so. In the following examples, the modifiers - STAGE 2 and STAGE 3 -
distinguish these similar items from each other and from other Compressor Rotor Disk
Assemblies.

Example: PROTECTOR, COMPRESSOR ROTOR, STAGE 2
PROTECTOR, COMPRESSOR ROTOR, STAGE 3

4. EXAMPLES OF ACCEPTABLE DRAWING TITLES:

4.1 The following titles are presented graphically to illustrate the proper arrangement.

COMPLETE TITLE

FIRST PART| (ITEM NAME) SECOND PART , (SECONDARY MODIFIER(S))
NOUN OR NOUN PHRASE PRIMARY MODIFIER(S)

(BASICi NAME) OR MODIFYENG PHRASES

' FIXTURE , | l SHIM THICKNESS AND BACKLASH, l | PTO ASSY
PULLER , HYDRAULIC , NO. 2 BRG.
GUIDE s COMBUSTION ,
WRENCH , SPANNER , NO. 3 BRG. LKNT
ARBOR , BALANCE , HPT
STAND , BUILD UP , T800 ENGINE
ADAPTER, TESTING , AB PUMP
FIXTURE , CONCENTRICITY CHECK 5 FAN CASING

FIGURE 2
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5. NOUN TITLES AND DEFINITIONS:
ADAPTER:
1. (Mechanical) Any modifying part, piece, or device, designed to facilitate connection, provide
accommeodation, enable application and to broaden or permit the use of a given item with an
unlike item of mechanical equipment when the two items are not designed for direct mating to

each other.

2. (Electrical) An item which provides the necessary accommodations to electrically connect two
or more items whose design or function will not normally warrant their connection.

Example: ADAPTER, Lifting, Aircraft Engine

ANVIL: The fixed block of characteristic shape on which solid material is supported during the
shaping or forming operation. See RESIZING TOOL.

ARBOR: A piece of material usually cylindrical in shape, generally applied to locate a rotating part,
or cutting tool, about a center.

ARM: A rigid member which extends to support or provide contact beyond the perimeter of the
basic item.

BAR: A piece of material, long in proportion to its width and thickness.

Example: BAR, Aligning
BAR, Boring

BASE: A structural foundation upon which an item is to be permanently assembled. The base is
an integral part of the item for which it is a foundation. See HOLDER.

BEAM: A member used to provide rigid support. See ADAPTER, SUPPORT.

BEARING: A part in which a journal, gudgeon, pivot, pin, shaft, or like revolving parts are
supported to reduce friction.

Example: BEARING, Ball
BEARING, Roller

BELLMOUTH: Not recommended - See NOZZLE.
BENDER: A device for use in precision and non-precision bending of material.
BIT: A manual or power driven boring tool.

BLOCK: A piece of material such as wood, stone, or metal, usually with one or more plane or
approximately plane faces, used to strengthen or sustain.
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