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1. PURPOSE:

The purpose of these recommendations is to provide a guide to designers and users of
electric equipment for the use of taper pins designed to make electrical connections.

2. SCOPE:

These recommendations cover the use of taper pins in taper pin terminal blocks, multi-
contact electric connectors, and components designed to accept taper pins. Taper pins are
intended to facilitate termination of a wire and are not to be employed as a quick-disconnect
device. The mating portions of taper pins and taper pin receptacles shall be in accordance
with Figure 1.

3. DEFINITIONS:

3.1 Taper Pin:
A taper pin is an electric solderless terminal used to connect a wire to a special
receptacle. It has a round tapered shank on one end, and a wire barrel on the other end
that is crimped to the wire. Formed and solid pins are available. The choice is left to the

designers and users.

3.1.1 Formed Taper Pins: Formed taper pins are pins formed by rolling a flat strip of metal
into the appropriate shape.

3.1.2 Solid Taper Pins: Solid taper pins are pins machined from solid stock.
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3.2 Taper Pin Terminal Blocks:

Taper pin terminal blocks are electric connector blocks made from insulating material, and
containing taper pin receptacles.

3.3 Taper Pin Receptacles:
Taper pin receptacles are electric terminals having round tapered holes that mate with
taper pins. Formed and solid receptacles are available. The choice is left to the
designers and users.
3.3.1 Formed Receptacles: Formed receptacles are taper pin receptacles having the tapered
hole formed by rolling a flat strip of metal into the appropriate shape. This type of
receptacle has an open longitudinal seam.

3.3.2 Solid Receptacles: Solid receptacles are taper pin receptacles in which the tapered hole
is formed by a suitable means and is seamless.

3.4 Insertion Tool:

An insertion tool is a mechanical device with a tip to hold a taper pin and force it into a
taper pin receptacle.

3.5 Crimping Tool:

A crimping tool is a mechanical device having specially shaped dies for reforming the wire
barrel of a taper pin around a wire.

3.6 Extraction Tool:
An extraction tool is a hand operated mechanical device consisting of a hand grip and a tip
designed to hold a taper pin. It is used to remove taper pins from taper pin receptacles
and may be identical to an insertion tool.

3.7 Back-Up Block:
A back-up block is a piece of metal, usually steel, shaped to support the end of a multi-

contact electric connector. Its mass is used to resist the impact of driving taper pins into
the taper pin receptacles of the connector.
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