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1. SCOPE:

This document lists definitions that are commonly used in describing aircraft reciprocating engine
performance.

2. REFERENCES:

NACA Report No. 218

3. DEFINITIONS:

The following definitions are those of commonly used terms relating to power output and methods of
supercharging. These definitions are considered necessary for a more thorough understanding of
commercial aircraft engine terms.

3.1 Standard Atmosphere shall be a dry, perfect gas as defined by NACA Report No. 218. When
required, the standard for atmospheric moisture content shall be 80% relative humidity at all
altitudes.

3.2 Brake Horsepower is the power delivered at the propeller shaft of the engine.

3.3 Manifold Pressure is the absolute pressure measured at the appropriate point in the induction
system, usually in inches of mercury.

3.4 Take-Off Power is the brake horsepower developed at standard sea level atmospheric conditions as
defined in 3.1, under the maximum conditions of crankshaft rotational speed and engine manifold
pressure approved for use in the normal take-off, and limited in use to a maximum continuous period
as indicated in the engine manufacturer's engine specification.

3.5 Maximum Continuous Power is the brake horsepower developed under standard atmospheric

conditions as defined in 3.1, at a specified altitude under the maximum conditions of crankshaft
rotational speed and manifold pressure approved for use during periods of unrestricted duration.
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