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Technical Bulletins are distinguished from EIA Recommended Standards or Interim 
Standards, in that they contain a compilation of engineering data or information useful to 
the technical community, and represent approaches to good engineering practices that are 
suggested by the formulating committee. 

This Bulletin is not intended to preclude or discourage other approaches that similarly 
represent good engineering practice, or that may be acceptable to, or have been accepted 
by, appropriate bodies. Parties who wish to bring other approaches to the attention of the 
formulating committee to be considered for inclusion in future revisions of this Bulletin are 
encouraged to do so. It is the intention of the formulating committee to revise and update 
this Bulletin from time to time as may be occasioned by changes in technology, industry 
practice, or government regulations, or for other appropriate reasons. 

Published by 

ELECTRONIC RONIC INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 
Engineering Department 

2001 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

PRICE: Please refer to the current 
Catalog of EIA & JEDEC STANDARDS & ENGINEERING PUBLICATIONS 

or call the EIA STANDARDS SALES DEPARTMENT (202/457-4966) 

• 

• 

Copyright 1990 

All Rights Reserved 
Printed in U.S.A. • 

Full document details: SAE CMB6_9

http://avadocuments2026.com/doc/sae-cmb6-9
http://avadocuments2026.com/doc/sae-cmb6-9


CMB6-9 
Page 1 • FOREWORD 

This EIA Bulletin No. CMB6-9 "Configuration and Data Management 
Training Course", is presented by the Electronic Industries 
Association G-33 Data and Configuration Management Committee. It 
has been prepared to provide materials for teaching a 
configuration/data management in-house training course. 

The intent of this document is to provide the foundation material 
for a training program. It should be augmented by company 
procedures and tailored for the business environment within which 
your company operates as well as your organizational structure. 

Appreciation is extended to Donald Snowden, IBM Systems Integration 
Division and John Poore, Allied Signal Aerospace Company, Fluid 
Systems Division, for extensive research and valuable assistance 
in preparing this material. 

The figures in this package were provided by a number of defense 
contractors and by the Department of Defense. The writers of this 
material wish to acknowledge the contributions of these sources; 
without their help it would have been difficult to generate the 
degree of detail provided. 

The appearance of a reference in this Bulletin does not necessarily 
imply endorsement by the EIA. 
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WHAT IS CONFIGURATION? 

. DEFINITION 

THE FUNCTIONAL AND/OR PHYSICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS 	0 F 
HARDWARE/SOFTWARE AS SET FORTH IN 
TECHNICAL 	DOCUMENTATION 	AND 
ACHIEVED IN A PRODUCT. 

• 
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• 

WHAT IS CONFIGURATION MANAGEMENT? 

. DEFINITION 

A DISCIPLINE APPLYING TECHNICAL 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTION AND 
SURVEILLANCE TO (A) IDENTIFY AND 
DOCUMENT THE FUNCTIONAL AND 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF A 
CONFIGURATION ITEM, (B) CONTROL 
	• 

CHANGES TO THOSE CHARACTERISTICS, 
AND (C) RECORD AND REPORT CHANGE 
PROCESSING AND IMPLEMENTATION 
STATUS. 
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• CONFIGURATION IDENTIFICATION 

. DEFINITION - (FORMAL) 

THE CURRENT APPROVED OR CONDITIONALLY 
APPROVED TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION FOR 
A CONFIGURATION ITEM (CI) AS SET 
FORTH IN SPECIFICATIONS, DRAWINGS AND 
ASSOCIATED LISTS, AND DOCUMENTS 
REFERENCED THEREIN. 

. DEFINITION - (SIMPLE) • 
THE DOCUMENTS THAT IDENTIFY THE 
PRODUCT CONFIGURATION (BASELINE) . 

• 
Full document details: SAE CMB6_9
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CONFIGURATION CONTROL 
	 • 

. DEFINITION - (FORMAL) 

THE 	SYSTEMATIC 	EVALUATION, 
COORDINATION, 	APPROVAL 	OR 
DISAPPROVAL, AND IMPLEMENTATION OF 
ALL 	APPROVED 	CHANGES 	IN 	THE 
CONFIGURATION OF A Cl/CSCI AFTER 
FORMAL 	ESTABLISHMENT 	OF 	ITS 
CONFIGURATION IDENTIFICATION. 

• 
. DEFINITION - (SIMPLE) 

CONTROLLING 	CHANGES 	TO 	THE 
CONFIGURATION (BASELINE). 

• 

Full document details: SAE CMB6_9
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• 
CONFIGURATION STATUS ACCOUNTING 

. DEFINITION - (FORMAL) 

THE RECORDING AND REPORTING OF 
THE INFORMATION THAT IS NEEDED 
TO 	MANAGE 	CONFIGURATION 
EFFECTIVELY, INCLUDING A LISTING 
OF THE APPROVED CONFIGURATION 
IDENTIFICATION, THE STATUS OF 
PROPOSED 	CHANGES 	TO 

• CONFIGURATION, 	AND 	THE 
IMPLEMENTATION 	STATUS 	OF 
APPROVED CHANGES. 

. DEFINITION - (SIMPLE) 

RECORDING AND REPORTING THE 
STATUS OF CHANGES TO THE 
CONFIGURATION 	AND 	ITS 

• 	DOCUMENTATION. 

Full document details: SAE CMB6_9
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CMB6-9 
Page 17 

• 

CM PLANS 

. DEFINITION (FORMAL) 

THE CONFIGURATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 
DEFINES THE IMPLEMENTATION 
(INCLUDING POLICIES AND METHODS) 
OF CONFIGURATION MANAGEMENT ON A 
PARTICULAR PROGRAM/PROJECT . IT MAY 
OR MAY NOT IMPOSE CONTRACTOR 
REQUIREMENTS DEPENDING ON WHETHER 
IT IS INCORPORATED ON THE 
CONTRACT. 

. DEFINITION (SIMPLE) 

A 	PLAN 	DESCRIBING 	THE  
ORGANIZATIONS' RESPONSIBILITIES 
AND PROCEDURES THAT WILL BE USED 
TO MEET CONTRACTUAL CONFIGURATION 
MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS. WHEN 
APPROVED, THE CM PLAN SERVES AS 
THE VEHICLE OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE PROCURING ACTIVITY AND 
THE CONTRACTOR AS TO HOW THE CM 
PROGRAM WILL BE IMPLEMENTED AND 
RUN. 
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