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NOTICE 

EL4 Engineering Standards and Publications are designed to serve the public interest 
through eliminating misunderstandings between manufacturers and purchasers, facilitating 
interchangeability and improvement of products, and assisting the purchaser in selecting and 
obtaining with minimum delay the proper product for his particular need. Existence of such 
Standards and Publications shall not in any respect preclude any member or nonmember 
of EIA from manufacturing or selling products not conforming to such Standards and 
Publications, nor shall the existence of such Standards and Publications preclude their 
voluntary use by those other than EIA members, whether the standard is to be used either 
domestically or internationally. 

Recommended Standards and Publications are adopted by ELA without regard to whether 
their adoption may involve patents on articles, materiais, or processes. By such action, EIA 
does not assume any liability to any patent owner, nor does it assume any obligation 
whatever to parties adopting the Recommended Standard or Publication. 

Technical Bulletins are distinguished from EIA Recommended Standards or Interim 
Standards, in that they contain a compilation of engineering data or information useful to 
the technical community, and represent approaches to good engineering practices that are 
suggested by the formulating committee. 

This Bulletin is not intended to preclude or discourage other approaches that similarly 
represent good engineering practice, or that may be acceptable to, or have been accepted 
by, appropriate bodies. Parties who wish to bring other approaches to the attention of the 
formulating committee to be considered for inclusion in future revisions of this Bulletin are 
encouraged to do so. It is the intention of the formulating committee to revise and update 
this Bulletin from time to time as may be occasioned by changes in technology, industry 
practice, or government regulations, or for other appropriate reasons. 

Published by 

ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 
Engineering Department 

2001 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

PRICE: Please refer to the current 
Catalog of EIA & JEDEC STANDARDS & ENGINEERING PUBLICATIONS 

or call the EIA STANDARDS SALES DEPARTMENT (202/457-4966) 

Copyright 1991 

All Rights Resewed 
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FOREWORD 

This EIA Bulletin No. CMB7-1 is presented by the  Electronic Industries Association G-33 
Data and  Configuration Management Committee to provide guidance in  the electronic 
interchange of. Configuration Management data. 

This bulletin is a by-product of the G-33 Configuration Management Automation 
sub-committee, and  Panel A a t  the 1989 EIA Computer Resources, Data  and  Configuration 
Management Workshop, held in  Costa Mesa, California. 

This bulletin is the  f i r s t  of several to be published on the subject of Configuration 
Management automation issues. 
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ELECTRONIC INTERCHANGE OF 
CONFIGURATION MANAGEMENT DATA 

PREFACE 

The present Configuration Management (CM) environment is undergoing an  unprecedented 
evolution towards the use of electronic and automated systems in accomplishing the 
traditional tasks of identification, control, status accounting and audit. This 
transition will involve multiple organizations participating in the development of a new 
system for doing business. 

CM needs to be an acknowledged part of the phasing from current systems to the fully 
integrated electronic environments depicted in Figure i. 

The coordination of the transition from a high volume, paper intensive CM environment to 
an integrated, automated, paperless, electronic interchange environment is the objective 
of the G-33 Committee on Data and Configuration Management. 

This guide will serve to identify areas which need to be considered by government and 
industry when migrating to this new CM environment. The coordination activities between 
the industry and government agencies pursuing the implementation of electronic data 
interchange techniques need to be documented and made available for a smooth transition. 

To this end, techniques for transmitting and receiving CM data should be developed using 
the CALS methodology to the degree that is both practical and feasible. 

1.0 SCOPE 

The scope of this bulletin is to provide guidance on the use of current and future 
technologies for the electronic interchange of CM data, 

1.1 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this guide is to ensure requirements of CM (identification, control, status 
accounting and audit) are used as the basis for transitioning to an automated environment. 

2.0 REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 

The following documents form a basis for electronic transfer of data. 

MIL-D-28000 Digital Representations for Communication of Product Data: IGES 
Application Subsets 

MIL-M-28001 Mark-up Requirement and Generic Style Specification for Electronic 
Printed Output Exchange and Text 

MIL-R-28002 Raster, Graphic Representation in Binary Format, Requirements for 

MIL-D-28003 Digital Representation for Communication of Illustrated Data: CCM 
Application Profile 
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