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Foreword—This Document has also changed to comply with the new SAE Technical Standards Board Format.
Definitions has been changed to Section 3.
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1. Scope—This SAE Recommended Practice provides a means to observe and evaluate a towed vehicle under
a variety of road conditions to determine its behavior.  The drivetrain should be evaluated by conducting SAE
J1144.
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2. References

2.1 Applicable Publications—The following publications form a part of the specification to the extent specified
herein. Unless otherwise indicated the latest revision of SAE publications shall apply.

2.1.1 SAE PUBLICATIONS—Available from SAE, 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001.

SAE J1142—Towability Design Criteria and Equipment Use—Passenger Cars, Vans, and Light-Duty
Trucks

SAE J1144—Towed Vehicle Drivetrain Test Procedures—Passenger Cars, Vans, and Light-Duty Trucks

3. Definitions—See SAE J1142, 2.2.

4. Test Equipment

4.1 Tow Truck

4.1.1 TOW-SLING EQUIPMENT—PASSENGER CARS, VANS, AND LIGHT-DUTY TRUCKS BEING TOWED WITH TOW-SLING

EQUIPMENT—The tow vehicle used will conform to the criteria set in SAE J1142, 3.2.1 through 3.2.3.1.

4.1.2 WHEEL-LIFT EQUIPMENT—PASSENGER CARS, VANS, AND LIGHT-DUTY TRUCKS BEING TOWED WITH WHEEL-LIFT

EQUIPMENT—The tow vehicle used should conform to criteria set in SAE J1142, 3.3.1 through 3.3.3.

4.1.3 Additional towing equipment as necessary to safely tow the vehicle.  See SAE J1142, 3.1 through 3.1.6.

4.1.4 Other equipment and information as required.  See SAE J1142, Section 5.

4.2 Vehicle Ballast

4.3 Wheel Alignment Checking Device

5. Test Procedure

5.1 Towed Vehicle Preparation

NOTE—For recording purposes, use the applicable test data sheet (Figures 1 to 3).

5.1.1 The vehicle shall be at curb weight.

5.1.2 The tires shall be those with the smallest static-loaded radius available for the vehicle at the heaviest curb
weight in 5.1.1.

5.1.3 The tire pressures shall be to vehicle manufacturer's lowest recommended pressure.

5.1.4 Optional equipment including, but not limited to, bumper guards, aero-skirting, automatic level control
systems, which may affect tow equipment attachment and/or reduce towed vehicle ground clearance during
towing, shall be installed.

5.1.5 The trim height shall be within the vehicle manufacturer's specifications prior to testing.

5.1.6 Check the front and rear wheel alignments, if applicable, and record on the test data sheet.  Reset to vehicle
manufacturer's specification, if required.
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