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Marine Electrical Switches 

RATIONALE 

The technical report covers technology, products, or processes which are mature and not likely to change in the foreseeable 
future. 

STABILIZED NOTICE 

This document has been declared "Stabilized" by the SAE Marine Technical Steering Committee and will no longer be 
subjected to periodic reviews for currency. Users are responsible for verifying references and continued suitability of 
technical requirements. Newer technology may exist. 
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1. SCOPE 

This SAE Recommended Practice covers the requirements for switches used in marine applications both under and over 
50 V. 

1.1 Purpose 

To recommend a test procedure whereby a switch can be evaluated and tested to give acceptable reliability in the marine 
environment and usage. 

2. REFERENCES 

2.1 Applicable Documents 

The following publications form a part of this specification to the extent specified herein. Unless otherwise indicated, the 
latest issue of SAE publications shall apply. 

2.1.1 SAE Publications 

Available from SAE International, 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001, Tel: 877-606-7323 (inside USA 
and Canada) or 724-776-4970 (outside USA), www.sae.org. 

SAE J378 Marine Propulsion System Wiring 

SAE J858 Electrical Terminals Blade Type 

SAE J1171 External Ignition Protection of Marine Electrical Devices 

2.1.2 ASTM Publication 

Available from ASTM International, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, P.O. Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959, Tel: 
610-832-9585, www.astm.org 

ASTM B 117 Method of Salt Spray (Fog) Testing 

ASTM D 1735 Practice for Testing Water Resistance of Coatings Using Water Fog Apparatus 
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