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Foreword—This Document has not changed other than to put it into the new SAE Technical Standards Board
Format.

Many child restraint safety devices are equipped with top tether straps that are designed as a supplement to the
required lap belt for attaching the device to the vehicle structure. This tether strap is normally secured to the child
restraint near the top and requires an anchor provision on the vehicle to the rear of the passenger seat. When
child restraints are used in the front seat, rear seat lap belts can be used for attachment of the tether strap,
provided these seats are not occupied. However, in rearmost seating positions, or in vehicles having only one row
of seats, special provisions are required. Consequently, if manufacturers of motor vehicles incorporate tether
anchorages or provisions for easy installation of tether anchorage hardware, it is desirable that they conform to
this SAE Recommended Practice. Vehicles manufactured with these provisions or anchorages will facilitate the
proper use of child restraints with tether straps.

1. Scope—This SAE Recommended Practice provides design guidelines to vehicle manufacturers by
establishing the characteristics of top tether anchorage provisions required for securing child restraints so
equipped in forward facing rearmost designated passenger seating positions of all passenger cars,
multipurpose passenger vehicles, and trucks and buses of 4500 kg (10 000 Ib) Gross Vehicle Weight Rating or
less, accommodating six occupants or less. Further, it provides interface information to child restraint
manufacturers.

2. References

2.1 Applicable Publications—The following publications form a part of this specification to the extent specified
herein. The latest issue of SAE publications shall apply.

2.1.1 SAE PuBLIcATIONS—Available from SAE, 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001.
SAE J384—Motor Vehicle Seat Belt Anchorages—Test Procedure

SAE J385—Motor Vehicle Seat Belt Anchorages—Performance Requirements
SAE J826—Devices for Use in Defining and Measuring Vehicle Seating Accommodation
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