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UNIVERSAL SYMBOLS FOR OPERATOR CONTROLS

Foreword—This Document has not changed other than to put it into the new SAE Technical Standards Board
Format.

1.  Scope—This standard is to delineate the symbols used to identify controls, indicators, and tell-tales for
automotive vehicles, trucks, off-the-road vehicles, construction equipment, industrial and recreational
transportation and is for reference purposes only. The symbol application is to be found within the appropriate
standards listed.

1.1 Introduction—There is an increasing use of graphic symbols throughout the world in different technical fields
to communicate information and identify operation or function.

Vehicles as compared to equipment which have like functions should have like graphic symbol identification.

1.2 Purpose—The compilation of symbols in this document are for reference use by all current and future
committees responsible for the development of symbols.

2. References

2.1 Applicable Publications—The following publications form a part of the specification to the extent specified
herein. Unless otherwise indicated, the latest revision of SAE publications shall apply.

2.1.1 SAE PusLICATIONS—AVvailable from SAE , 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001.
SAE J107—Operator Controls and Displays on Motorcycles

SAE J389b—Universal Symbols for Operator Controls on Agricultural Equipment
SAE J1048—Symboals for Motor Vehicle Controls, Indicators and Tell-Tales

SAE Technical Standards Board Rules provide that: “This report is published by SAE to advance the state of technical and engineering sciences. The use of this report is entirely
voluntary, and its applicability and suitability for any particular use, including any patent infringement arising therefrom, is the sole responsibility of the user.”

SAE reviews each technical report at least every five years at which time it may be reaffirmed, revised, or cancelled. SAE invites your written comments and suggestions.

QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS DOCUMENT: (724) 772-8512 FAX: (724) 776-0243
TO PLACE A DOCUMENT ORDER; (724) 776-4970 FAX: (724) 776-0790
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