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Foreword—The retraction performance of a side stand/motorcycle combination is related to the frictional
characteristics of the test surface. For this reason, it is important to have a standardized and repeatable method of
characterizing test surfaces used for motorcycle side stand retraction performance testing. This document
describes a durable, economical, and repeatable method to characterize frictional distinctions of pavement
surfaces.

1. Scope—This SAE Recommended Practice is intended for use only in characterizing test surfaces used in
motorcycle side stand retraction testing (SAE J1578). The equipment and procedure described in this
document yields repeatable results in characterizing test surfaces in a way found to be related to retraction
performance. The test results obtained with this procedure do not necessarily correlate with measurements
obtained with other friction measurement procedures which have been developed for other purposes.

1.1  Purpose—The purpose of this document is to establish a uniform method of characterizing the frictional
characteristics of pavement test surfaces used in motorcycle side stand retraction performance testing.

2. References

2.1 Applicable Publication—The following publication forms a part of this specification to the extent specified
herein. Unless otherwise indicated, the latest issue of SAE publications shall apply.

2.1.1  SAE PuBLICATION—AVvailable from SAE, 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001.
SAE J1578—Motorcycle Side Stand Retraction Test Procedure
3. Apparatus
3.1 Carpet Sled—The apparatus shall consist of a "carpet sled," which is a piece of 15 x 15 cm (approximately
6.0 x 6.0 in) plywood approximately 1.9 cm (3/4 in) thick. Covering one 15 x 15 cm face shall be a 15 x 15 cm
piece of carpet meeting the requirements of 3.4. The backing of the carpet shall be affixed to the plywood with
strong adhesive. Screwed into the middle of each edge of plywood shall be a small eye in which a piece of

chain approximately 30 cm (12 in) long can be hooked onto. The opposite end of the chain shall be attached
to a force measurement device such as a spring scale.
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