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SNOWMOBILE AND SNOWMOBILE CUTTER LAMPS, REFLECTIVE DEVICES,
AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT

Foreword—This Reaffirmed Document has been changed only to reflect the new SAE Technical Standards Board
Format.

This SAE Recommended Practice is intended as a guide toward standard practice, but may be subject to frequent
change to keep pace with experience and technical advances.  Hence, its use where flexibility of revision is
impractical, is not recommended.

1. Scope—This SAE Recommended Practice describes requirements for lamps, reflective devices, and
associated equipment for signaling to enable safe operation in darkness and other conditions of reduced
visibility.

2. References

2.1 Applicable Publications—The following publications form a part of the specification to the extent specified
herein.  Unless otherwise indicated the lastest revision of SAE publications shall apply.

2.1.1 SAE PUBLICATIONS—Available from SAE, 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001.

SAE J68—Tests for Snowmobile Switching Devices and Components
SAE J277—Maintenance of Design Voltage—Snowmobile Electrical Systems
SAE J278—Snowmobile Stop Lamp
SAE J279—Snowmobile Tail Lamp (Rear Position Lamp)
SAE J280—Snowmobile Headlamps
SAE J564—Headlamp Beam Switching
SAE J592—Clearance, Side Marker, and Identification Lamps
SAE J594—Reflex Reflectors

3. Application—This document applies to snowmobiles and snowmobile cutters.1

1. As presently defined by law in Canada.
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4. Requirements

4.1 Vehicles shall be equipped with lamps, reflective devices, and associated equipment, in the numbers of units
and designed to conform to the references cited in Table 1.

Reflex reflectors as used for rear and side markers shall conform to one of the following.

4.1.1 Unit-type reflex reflectors in accordance with SAE J594.

4.1.2 Area-type reflex reflectors of any shape, which conform to color limitations, may be used which provide a
minimum reflective intensity of 1.5 cd per incident foot-candle (lux) at all incidence angles of 0 to 20 degrees
at 0.2 degree divergence when measured within a 230 cm2 (36 in2) area not exceeding 600 mm (24 in) in
length.

Front reflectors may be of any color or color combination; however, only the color red shall be used for rear
and rear side reflectors.

In addition, the reflective sheeting used in manufacturing area-type reflex reflectors shall conform to Federal
Specifications L-S-300A, Sheeting and Tape, Reflective: Nonexposed Lens, Adhesive Backing, and
Canadian Specification Board 62GP11P for the following characteristics:

Adhesive—Class 1-2-3-4-5, 4.3.4, Adhesive Backing.

Photometric Measurement—4.4.7, Reflective Intensity, and 3.5.6.1, Rainfall.

Durability—4.4.9, Resistance to Accelerated Weathering—Exposure 1000 h and retain 50% of the previously
specified reflective intensity; 4.4.10, Resistance to Heat, Cold, and Humidity.

4.1.3 Lighted side markers conforming to SAE J592 may be used in addition to reflex reflectors.

4.1.4 No additional lamp, reflective device, or associated equipment shall be installed if it impairs the effectiveness
of the required equipment.

TABLE 1—EQUIPMENT (MINIMUM) SNOWMOBILE AND SNOWMOBILE CUTTER

Item

Number and Color
  Required on
  Snowmobile

Number and Color
  Required on

Snowmobile Cutter In Accordance With

Headlamp 1 white or amber — SAE J280

Tail lamp 1 red — SAE J279

Stop lamp 1 red — SAE J278

Reflex
reflectors 3 red(1),(2) and

2 amber(1),(2) or
colors as indicated
in 4.1.2

1. See 4.1.1.
2. See 4.1.2.

3 red(1),(2) and

2 amber(1),(2) or 
colors as indicated
in 4.1.2

SAE J594 or Federal 
Specification L-S-300A 
and CGSB62GP11P

Side marker Lamps 
(optional) 2 red, 2 amber(3)

3. See 4.1.3

— SAE J592
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