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UNIVERSAL SYMBOLS FOR OPERATOR 
CONTROLS ON AGRICULTURAL 
EQUIPMENT—SAE J389b 

	
SAE Recommended Practice 

Report of Tractor Technical Committee approved April 1969 and last revised by Agricultural Tractor Technical Committee 
April 1978. Rationale statement available. Submitted to FIEI. Conforms to ASAE 5304.5. 

1. Purpose and Scope—These symbols provide a symbolic language for
• operator controls on farm equipment.' 

2. Definitions—Farm equipment is defined as farm tractors, self-propelled 
implements, implements and combinations of tractor or self-propelled imple-
ments, and implements designed primarily for use in agricultural operations. 

3. General 
3.1 Color combinations and sizes of all symbols should be adjusted to 

each particular application. It is desirable to use the universal language of 
color to indicate the urgency of action, such as red, amber, green. 

3.2 Word captions and numbers as illustrated are for reference only and 
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are not part of the recommendation. However, suitable descriptive words may 
be used to initially define the application of symbols. Twentieth Century Bold 
numerals should be used for clear readability. 

3.3 For applications, where appropriate symbols are not shown, the 
principles illustrated herein should be used for guidance in developing sym-
bols for the specific need. 

4. Universal Symbols for Operator Controls—See Fig. 1. 
S. Typical Illustrations of the Use of Color with Universal Symbols— 

See Fig. 2. 
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FIG. 1—UNIVERSAL SYMBOLS FOR OPERATOR CONTROLS 

(continued on next page) 

Note 1 —Reverse symbol for transmission shift pattern. 

Note 2—Replace block with appropriate machine symbol correctly 
oriented to arrow. 
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The t symbol is for the convenience of the user in locating areas where 
technical revisions have been made to the previous issue of the report. 
If the symbol is next to the report title, it indicates a complete revision 
of the report. 
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