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1. Scope—This SAE Recommended Practice covers the number, location, and method of attachment of safety
chains for full trailers and/or converter dollies.

1.1 Purpose—This SAE Recommended Practice is intended as a guide for manufacturers and users of trailers,
specifically full trailer(s) and/or converter dollies. Its inclusicn in state, federal, or any laws or regulations
where flexibility of revision is lacking is discouraged.

Emergency safety is the basis of this recommendation.

2. References

2.1 Applicable Publications—The following publications form a part of this specification to the extent specified
herein.

2.1.1 ASTM PuBLICATION—Available from ASTM, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959.
ASTM A 391

2.1.2 FEDERAL PusLicATION—U. S. Government, DOD SSP, Subscription Service Division, Building 4D, 700
Robbins Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19111-5094

Federal Specification RR-W-410a
3. Definitions
3.1 Safety Chain—A safety chain is the chain from the front of a trailer, full trailer and/or converter dolly to rear of
the towing vehicle for purpose of retaining connection between towing and towed vehicles and of controlling
direction of travel of the towed vehicle(s) in the event of failure of drawbar or connection on rear of towing

vehicle.

NOTE—A single chain or two chains, or single cable or two cables, or a bridle arrangement of a single chain or
cable, may be used if all requirements are met.

Documents

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: SAE J697_201107


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/sae-j697-201107
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/sae-j697-201107

