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SAE INDUSTRY TECHNOLOGIES CONSORTIA AEROSPACE STANDARDS AND PART QUALIFICATION PROGRAM
FOREWORD

On the 1% January 2015 the SAE Industry Technologies Consortia (SAE ITC) acquired the ADS Aerospace Standards, previously
known as the Society of British Aerospace Companies (SBAC) Aerospace Standards. The SAE ITC established in 2003 operates
as a trade association as part of the SAE International Enterprise providing a unique framework serving the automotive, aerospace,
and commercial vehicle sectors. Clients include private companies, government agencies, individuals, and trade associations.
Building consensus and breakthrough barriers to achieve solutions, and the ways by which those solutions take shape, are tailored
to each client’s individual needs.

The legal obligations and copyright authority of all Aerospace Standards that were issued by the ADS Group Limited are therefore
assigned / transferred to the SAE ITC.

These Standards are produced by the SAE ITC with the assistance of, and for the benefit of the Aerospace Industry, as part of a
continuous programme of Standardisation for Aerospace application under the control of the Technical Standards Committee (TSC)
of the SAE ITC.

SAE ITC Standards are published as part of the series of SAE ITC Aerospace Industry Standards, and where appropriate, additional
manufacturing and inspection requirements are issued as Reference Sheets (RS) or Technical Specifications (TS). It is the
responsibility of those using or specifying a Standard to ensure the product, process, or manufacturer so used or specified, is
appropriate for the task or role in question. The SAE ITC wishes to draw special attention to the fact Technical Specifications (TS)
include testing and procedures by which a user or Design Authority can establish whether a particular manufacturer, prima facie,
has the capability to produce hardware in accordance with the appropriate standards and related specifications.

The SAE ITC, its servants, or representatives accept no responsibility for the continued quality of hardware items produced against
the relevant drawings and specifications; this responsibility remains with the user.

Whilst the SAE ITC takes all reasonable care in the preparation of its Standards, neither the SAE ITC, its officers, employees,
servants, agents, or representatives, shall have any responsibility or liability whatsoever with respect to any act or omission (whether
negligent or not) of whatsoever nature, or in connection with the preparation of the Standards or any part thereof. These
responsibilities are those of the user or Design Authority. Users of SAE ITC Standards agree that any such liability on the part of the
SAE ITC is excluded to the maximum extent permitted by law. SAE ITC Standards may be changed from time to time, and both
users and manufacturers of these parts should ensure they are in possession of the latest issue of the Standards and supporting
documentation before adoption or the commencement of production.

It is recommended that Technical Specification TS260, Metallic Materials List of Alternative Material Standards, be consulted prior
to manufacture of SAE ITC products.

Each Standard is a facsimile or electronic reproduction of a master drawing and, therefore, any outline view scales stated are not
necessarily reproduced accurately. A Master Index of all SAE ITC Aerospace Standards is published separately on the SAE ITC
website.

All references to Standards include reference to RS and TS publications.

Details of this and any further information can be obtained from the SAE ITC.

SAE Industry Technologies Consortia provides that “This standard is published by SAE ITC to advance the state of technical and engineering sciences. The use of this
standard is entirely voluntary and its applicability and suitability for any particular use, including any patent infringement arising therefrom, is the sole responsibility of the user.”

Copyright © 2015 SAE ITC.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,

photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written permission of SAE ITC.
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RECOMMENDED PRACT ICE

FOR
THE IDENTIFICATION

OF
PLASTICS
(BY LABELLING)
PURPOSE OF THE SCHEME

The purpose of this scheme is to identify the broad groups and
sub-groups of plastics at present in use commercially, in order
to avoid disastrous failures due to confusion between materials
of similar appearance but different properties,

TERMINOLOGY

When used in this scheme, the term "plastics’ indicates a group
of largely organic materlals which are capable of belng moulded
cast or pressed to shape at some stage in their )
manufacture, The term does not generally include elastomeric
materials, (Refer to British Standard 1755: 1951. 'Glossary of
Terms used in the Plastics Industry" ref, 2701).

SCOPE

The scheme provides for the identification of any plastics material
in common use in the Aerospace Industry, whether sheet, bar, rod,
tube or finished component, but it is primarily intended for use
on raw material stock whilst held in stores, It is assumed that
application of the identification markings will be carried out by
the fabricator/stockist or user, but not normally by the raw
polymer manufacturer,

NOTE: Certain other identification schemes exist for specific
applications, (e.g. for identification of pressure ratings
in polythene pipes - BS. 4159 : 1967).
The scheme is not intended to indicate delicate shades of difference
between otherwise chemically similar materials, but does provide
for differing proportions of fillers/additives which may appreciably
affect the performance of the product,

CLASSIF ICATION

For the purpose of this scheme most plastics in currant use are
classified in groups and sub-groups, described in TABLE 2, Those
listed are by no means all that are technically available,

METHOD OF IDENTIFICATION

Each piece of plastics material shall be labelled by either two or
three coloured bands, preferably applied by means of self-adhesive
tape, using the colour code combinations defined in Table 2, The
colour coding shall override any self colour of the plastics material,

Orientation of Codes

The orientation of the codes shall be from left to right, starting
with a wide band, the following band(s) being narrow.

Width of Identification Bands

The width of the applied bands shall preferably be:-

Wide Band ~ 4" approx,
Narrow Band(s) 3" approx.

Other widths are permissible, but the wide band shall always be
substantially wider than the narrow band(s).
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Each piece of plastics material shall be marked along its greater
length by parallel bands of coloured tapes as required by Tables

1 and 2,

Rods, tubes and bars of small cross-section which will not accommodate
the required bands shall be marked either transversely at each
end, or by affixing the bands spirally along the length of the piece,

METHODS OF APPLICAT ION

The preferred method is by means of coloured self-adhesive tapes,
using the colours listed in Table 1.

A supplier of suitable tapes for this purpose, normally from stock

is:=

(a) Sellotape Products Ltd.,
54/58 High Street,

Edgware, Middx.

(b) British Aircraft Corporation Ltd., (Civil Contracts Dept.,)
Commercial Aircraft Division,
Weybridge, Surrey,

Tape Colours and References

TABLE 1

Ref,
No.

Description

Nearest B.S. 381%*
Reference

Sellotape
Reference
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Black or White
Crimson Red
Primrose Yellow
Deep Orange
Pink

Strong Blue
Dark Green
Pale Blue
Light Green
Brown

Silver

Gold

Violet

Grey

Cream

Black and White
Crimson Red 540
Primrose Yellow 310
Light Orange 557
She 11 Pink 453
Aircraft Blue 108
Mid. Brunswick 226
Arctic Blue 112
Sea Green 217
Middle Brown 411
Gold Yellow 356
Light Violet 797
Light Grey 631
Pale Cream 352

Black and White
Crimson Red
Primrose Yellow 310
Light Orange 557
Shell Pink 453
Aircraft Blue 108
Mid., Brunswick 226
Arctic Blue

Sea Green 217 )
Middle Brown 411
Silve Yinyl
Golden Yellow 356
Light Violet 797
Light Grey 631
Pale Cream 352

Full document details: SAE TS57-3

NOTE: Approximations to standard B.S, colours are desirable,
but may introduce complications in administration of the

scheme,

As the colours used must be readily recognisable

by all users it is considered preferable to utilise
description in preference to colour patterns,

Other methods of application are permissible,

provided the adhesion is adequate for general stores handling,
the colours used are recognisable by the descriptions given in
the table, and the basic materials are not attacked by the paint

solvents used,
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