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NOTICE 
The Society of Cable Telecommunications Engineers (SCTE) Standards and Operational Practices 
(hereafter called “documents”) are intended to serve the public interest by providing specifications, test 
methods and procedures that promote uniformity of product, interoperability, interchangeability, best 
practices, and the long term reliability of broadband communications facilities. These documents shall not 
in any way preclude any member or non-member of SCTE from manufacturing or selling products not 
conforming to such documents, nor shall the existence of such standards preclude their voluntary use by 
those other than SCTE members. 

SCTE assumes no obligations or liability whatsoever to any party who may adopt the documents. Such 
adopting party assumes all risks associated with adoption of these documents and accepts full 
responsibility for any damage and/or claims arising from the adoption of such documents. 

NOTE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with this document may require 
the use of an invention covered by patent rights. By publication of this document, no position is taken 
with respect to the validity of any such claim(s) or of any patent rights in connection therewith. If a patent 
holder has filed a statement of willingness to grant a license under these rights on reasonable and 
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, then details may 
be obtained from the standards developer. SCTE shall not be responsible for identifying patents for which 
a license may be required or for conducting inquiries into the legal validity or scope of those patents that 
are brought to its attention. 

Patent holders who believe that they hold patents which are essential to the implementation of this 
document have been requested to provide information about those patents and any related licensing terms 
and conditions. Any such declarations made before or after publication of this document are available on 
the SCTE web site at https://scte.org. 

 
All Rights Reserved 

©2022 Society of Cable Telecommunications Engineers, Inc.  
140 Philips Road 
Exton, PA 19341 
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Document Types and Tags 
Document Type: Operational Practice 

Document Tags:  

☐ Test or Measurement ☐ Checklist ☐ Facility 

☐ Architecture or Framework ☐ Metric ☐ Access Network 

☒ Procedure, Process or Method ☐ Cloud ☐ Customer Premises 

 

Document Release History 
 

Release Date 
SCTE 227 2016 01/18/2016 

 
Note: Standards that are released multiple times in the same year use: a, b, c, etc. to indicate normative balloted 
updates and/or r1, r2, r3, etc. to indicate editorial changes to a released document after the year.  
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Executive Summary 

A location risk assessment (LRA) is performed to identify threats that could negatively impact the ability 
to conduct business in a geographic location. The results of the LRA help to align strategic business 
decisions with effective risk reduction solutions at a geographic location. The LRA considers all threats 
whether they are financial, natural, political or human related. The LRA identifies and weighs the risks to 
business continuity based on a four-step process.  

The four steps are: 
1. Strategic risk assessment 
2. Tactical risk assessment 
3. Strategic and tactical risk assessment report 
4. Project evaluation matrix 

The purposes of performing the LRA are to: 
• Determine if it is appropriate to do business in a specific geographic location, 
• Identify probable threats to the business within the specific geographic location, 
• Determine the financial exposure to the company were the probable threats to occur, and 
• Determine cost effective solutions to mitigate or minimize the risks. 

The location risk assessment applies to all assets of the cable operator business that would impact 
operations based on locational considerations as well as third party facilities operators are dependent on.  

 

Risks will be minimized by strategic, tactical and location risk assessments.  

1.2. Scope 

The scope of this document is to describe the steps necessary to perform a location risk assessment. 

1.3. Benefits 

Cable operators’ networks provide entertainment, critical communication and information services, which 
are an integral part of the community they serve.  By completing a location risk assessment, cable 
operators will be able make informed choices for potential location of a business unit and for planning 
how to mitigate threats that are dependent on location. LRA provides a basis for an informed business 
continuity plan.  Without a proper location risk assessment, recovery times during incidents could be 
prolonged and thus impact speeds at which the customer can resume use of their services.  

1.4. Intended Audience 
Senior management, engineering teams, or others responsible for uptime planning will benefit from 
reading this document. 

1.5. Areas for Further Investigation or to be Added in Future Versions 
Periodically local or national authorities (e.g., the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency), 
insurance providers or other subject matter experts, will update and identify natural and anthropogenic 
threats impacting location based risks. In addition to these updates there is a growing body of information 
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on risks due to global climate change; several sources are provided below under Other Published 
Materials. This information could result in the need to refresh the LRA or to perform mitigation activities 
to minimize potential impacts to the location. With better evolving data sources and models a more 
comprehensive location risk list could be defined leveraging SCTE 206 2021, “Cable Operator Business 
Continuity and Disaster Recovery Operational Practices”.    
 

2. Normative References 
The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of 
this document. The editions indicated were valid at the time of subcommittee approval. All documents are 
subject to revision and, while parties to any agreement based on this document are encouraged to 
investigate the possibility of applying the most recent editions of the documents listed below, they are 
reminded that newer editions of those documents might not be compatible with the referenced version. 
 

2.1. SCTE References 

No normative references are applicable. 

2.2. Standards from Other Organizations 

No normative references are applicable. 

2.3. Other Published Materials 

No normative references are applicable. 

3. Informative References 
The following documents might provide valuable information to the reader but are not required when 
complying with this document. 

3.1. SCTE Standards 

[SCTE 206] SCTE 206 2021, Cable Operator Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery 
Recommended Practices 

3.2. Standards from Other Organizations 

[ISO 22301] International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 22301, Societal security -- Business 
continuity management systems --- Requirements 
http://www.iso.org/iso/catalogue_detail?csnumber=50038ISO 22301   

[BSI]  Business Continuity Institute (BCI), http://www.thebci.org/ 

3.3  Other Published Materials 

Climate Change A Risk Assessment David King, Daniel Schrag, Zhu Dada, Qi Ye and Arunabha 
Ghosh   https://www.csap.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/1/climate-change—a-risk-assessment-v11.pdf 
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Climate Impacts and Risk Assessment Climate Analytics   https://climateanalytics.org/what-we-
do/climate-impacts-and-risk-assessment/ 
 
Surging Seas Risk Finder Climate Central      https://riskfinder.climatecentral.org/ 
 
Urban Adaptation Assessment Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative     Notre Dame University       
https://gain-uaa.nd.edu/ 
 
US Climate Resilience Toolkit Unites States Global Change Research Program     
https://toolkit.climate.gov/ 

 

4. Compliance Notation 
shall This word or the adjective “required” means that the item is an 

absolute requirement of this document. 
shall not This phrase means that the item is an absolute prohibition of this 

document. 
forbidden This word means the value specified shall never be used. 
should This word or the adjective “recommended” means that there may exist 

valid reasons in particular circumstances to ignore this item, but the 
full implications should be understood and the case carefully weighed 
before choosing a different course. 

should not This phrase means that there may exist valid reasons in particular 
circumstances when the listed behavior is acceptable or even useful, 
but the full implications should be understood and the case carefully 
weighed before implementing any behavior described with this label. 

may This word or the adjective “optional” indicate a course of action 
permissible within the limits of the document. 

deprecated Use is permissible for legacy purposes only. Deprecated features may 
be removed from future versions of this document. Implementations 
should avoid use of deprecated features. 

5. Abbreviations and Definitions 

5.1. Abbreviations 
ADA Americans with Disabilities Act 
BCI Business Continuity Institute 
FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 
ISO International Organization for Standardization 
IT information technology 
LRA location risk assessment 
N/A not applicable 
PCBs polychlorinated biphenyl  
ROI return on investment 
SCTE Society of Cable Telecommunication Engineers 
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