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NOTICE 
 

The Society of Cable Telecommunications Engineers (SCTE) Standards are intended to serve the 
public interest by providing specifications, test methods and procedures that promote uniformity 
of product, interchangeability and ultimately the long term reliability of broadband 
communications facilities. These documents shall not in any way preclude any member or non-
member of SCTE from manufacturing or selling products not conforming to such documents, nor 
shall the existence of such standards preclude their voluntary use by those other than SCTE 
members, whether used domestically or internationally. 

SCTE assumes no obligations or liability whatsoever to any party who may adopt the Standards. 
Such adopting party assumes all risks associated with adoption of these Standards, and accepts 
full responsibility for any damage and/or claims arising from the adoption of such Standards. 

Attention is called to the possibility that implementation of this standard may require the use of 
subject matter covered by patent rights. By publication of this standard, no position is taken with 
respect to the existence or validity of any patent rights in connection therewith. SCTE shall not 
be responsible for identifying patents for which a license may be required or for conducting 
inquiries into the legal validity or scope of those patents that are brought to its attention. 

Patent holders who believe that they hold patents which are essential to the implementation of 
this standard have been requested to provide information about those patents and any related 
licensing terms and conditions.  Any such declarations made before or after publication of this 
document are available on the SCTE web site at http://www.scte.org.  
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1.0 SCOPE  

1.1 SCOPE: This standard covers conformance tests and requirements for the 
integrity of grade-level enclosures containing telecommunication or other low 
voltage apparatus that may be exposed to the public.  

1.2 PURPOSE: The purpose of this standard is to describe the requirements for a 
comprehensive integrity system for grade-level enclosures providing long 
installation life and minimal maintenance. 

2.0 NORMATIVE REFERENCES 

The following documents contain provisions, which, through reference in this text, 
constitute provisions of the standard. At the time of Subcommittee approval, the editions 
indicated were valid. All standards are subject to revision; and while parties to any 
agreement based on this standard are encouraged to investigate the possibility of applying 
the most recent editions of the documents listed below, they are reminded that newer 
editions of those documents may not be compatible with the referenced version. 

2.1 ASTM D543-06 “Standard Practices for Evaluating the Resistance of Plastics to 
Chemical Reagents” 

2.2 ASTM D570-05 “Standard Test Method for Water Absorption of Plastics” 

2.3 ASTM D635-06 “Standard Test Method for Rate of Burning and/or Extent and 
Time of Burning Plastics in a Horizontal Position” 

2.4 ASTM D2444-05 “Standard Test Method for Determination of the Impact 
Resistance of Thermoplastic Pipe and Fittings by Means of a Tup (Falling 
Weight)” 

2.5 ASTM G154-06 “Standard Practice for Operating Fluorescent Light Apparatus for 
UV Exposure of Nonmetallic Materials” 

2.6 US Dept. of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service, RUS 7 CFR 1755.910 – 11/94 
“Specification for Outside Plant Housings and Serving Area Interface Systems” 

2.7 ASTM C1028-07 “Standard Test Method for Determining the Static Coefficient 
of Friction of Ceramic Tile and Other Like Surfaces by the Horizontal 
Dynamometer Pull-Meter Method" 

3.0 INFORMATIVE REFERENCES 

The following documents may provide valuable information to the reader but are not 
required when complying with this standard.  
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3.1 American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 
“Standard Specification for Highway Bridges” 16th Edition. 

3.2 National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) National Electric Code Section 
314.30 

3.3 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) “Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings 
and Facilities” (ADAAG) and the “Technical Bulletin: Ground and Floor 
Surfaces”. Both are free from US Government website http://www.access-
board.gov/. 

3.4 Torque values for UNC threads taken from Audel Mechanical Trades, 4th Edition   

4.0 COMPLIANCE NOTATION 
 

“SHALL” This word or the adjective “REQUIRED” means that the item is an 
absolute requirement of this specification. 

“SHALL NOT” This phrase means that the item is an absolute prohibition of this 
specification. 

“SHOULD” This word or the adjective “RECOMMENDED” means that there may 
exist valid reasons in particular circumstances to ignore this item, but 
the full implications should be understood and the case carefully 
weighted before choosing a different course. 

“SHOULD NOT” This phrase means that there may exist valid reasons in particular 
circumstances when the listed behavior is acceptable or even useful, 
but the full implications should be understood and the case carefully 
weighed before implementing any behavior described with this label. 

“MAY” This word or the adjective “OPTIONAL” means that this item is truly 
optional.  One vendor may choose to include the item because a 
particular marketplace requires it or because it enhances the product, 
for example; another vendor may omit the same item. 

5.0 DEFINITIONS AND ACRONYMS 

5.1 GRADE-LEVEL ENCLOSURE is defined as an enclosure which houses and 
protects distribution equipment, including but not limited to: splice cases, excess 
cable, and construction or pull-box equipment. These enclosures are typically non-
metallic. They include a removable cover to support the anticipated loading 
requirements of the installation. 

5.2  FAILURE LOAD is defined as the inability of the product to accept any further 
increase in load 

6.0 ENVIRONMENTAL TESTS 

NOTE: Forty-five (45) material coupons are required to complete the environmental tests. 
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