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The attached SMPTE Engineering Document has been declared
“Stable” by the controlling Technology Committee.

The SMPTE Operations Manual for Standards states:
A document should be stabilized if it is believed to be substantially correct,
does not contain harmful or misleading recommendations, may still be
relevant to equipment or practices in use, is stable, but does not represent
current technology, and need not be subject to future reviews.

A Stable document shall still be made available and offered for sale by the
Society, but it shall be prefaced by a cover page explaining its current status.

At any time, a Technology Committee may revise, amend, or otherwise
initiate a new Project on a Stable document.

A Stable document is “In Force”, and not deprecated or withdrawn.
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Note:

SMPTE “Stable” documents were previously described as “Archived” and the
attached document may be marked as “Archived”. The status of a SMPTE document
described as “Archived” is exactly as described above for a “Stable” document.

Stable documents may not adhere to the latest style and format of SMPTE

documents, or to current usage of normative language. Suitable care should be
taken in interpretation.
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SMPTE ENGINEERING GUIDELINE

B-Chain Electroacoustical Response
for Preparing Magnetic Masters

for Transfer to 16-mm or 35/32-mm
Monaural Photographic Film
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1 Scope

This guideline specifies the electroacoustical frequency response characteristic of the monitor system when
making magnetic masters intended for transfer to 16-mm photographic negative tracks.

2 Definitions

2.1 complete sound reproduction system: Represented diagramatically in figure 1 and used in studio
dubbing theaters, laboratory review rooms, and indoor theaters, generally considered to consist of an A- and
B-chain.

2.2 preemphasized audio track:  An audio rec-ord, either magnetic or photographic, which is intended
for playback over normally deemphasized playback systems.

2.3 A-chain (transducer system):  That part of a motion-picture audio system shown in figure 1, ex-
tending from the transducer to the input terminals of the main fader.
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Figure 1 — Complete theatrical sound reproducing system
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