SMPTE STABLE DOCUMENT

The attached SMPTE Engineering Document has been declared
“Stable” by the controlling Technology Committee.

The SMPTE Operations Manual for Standards states:
A document should be stabilized if it is believed to be substantially correct,
does not contain harmful or misleading recommendations, may still be
relevant to equipment or practices in use, is stable, but does not represent
current technology, and need not be subject to future reviews.

A Stable document shall still be made available and offered for sale by the
Society, but it shall be prefaced by a cover page explaining its current status.

At any time, a Technology Committee may revise, amend, or otherwise
initiate a new Project on a Stable document.

A Stable document is “In Force”, and not deprecated or withdrawn.
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Note:

SMPTE “Stable” documents were previously described as “Archived” and the
attached document may be marked as “Archived”. The status of a SMPTE document
described as “Archived” is exactly as described above for a “Stable” document.

Stable documents may not adhere to the latest style and format of SMPTE

documents, or to current usage of normative language. Suitable care should be
taken in interpretation.
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RP 123-2004

Revision of RP 123-1997

SMPTE RECOMMENDED PRACTICE

Dimensions of Tape Splices on
8-mm Type S Motion-Picture
Film, Projection Type
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1 Scope

This practice specifies the dimensions of mated cut splices on 8-mm type S motion-picture film made with an
adhesive tape and intended only for projection.

2 Normative reference

The following standard contains provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of this
practice. At the time of publication, the edition indicated was valid. All standards are subject to revision, and
parties to agreements based on this practice are encouraged to investigate the possibility of applying the
most recent edition of the standard indicated below.

SMPTE 149-1999, Motion-Picture Film (8-mm Type S) — Perforated 1R

3 Dimensions
3.1 The dimensions shall be as given in figure 1 and table 1 and apply to a freshly-made splice.

3.2 The mated cut of the film shall fall within the area defined by dimensions A, C, and D. However, if the
mated cut is not a straight cut made on one frameline, the cut configuration shall intrude into only one of the
two adjoining picture frames.

3.3 The spliced films shall not be offset by more than 0.05 mm (0.002 in), dimension G, as measured by the
difference in the alignment of the reference edge side of the perforation holes on either side of the spliced
halves.

3.4 The angle between the respective edges of the spliced film shall be 180° + 8. Thus, the spliced film
shall be aligned to the extent that, when one portion of the film is placed against a straightedge, the other
portion will not deviate more than 0.35 mm (0.014 in) in 15.2 cm (6 in).

3.5 Except as described in 3.6, the dimensions of the tape applied to secure the splice shall be such as not to
interfere with the film dimensions (especially perforations) as specified in SMPTE 149, and fall within the area
described by dimension F. The width of the adhesive material should encompass the full width of the film on
one side; however, on the second side, it may exclude the perforation area and the sound stripe area.

3.6 If the tape used to form a splice is wrapped around the film, either film edge may be used as the wrap-
around edge. However, if the perforated edge is used, it is recommended that the splice add no more than
0.05 mm (0.002 in) to the film width. The overall width of the splice area should not exceed 8.10 mm (0.319
in). If the film is trimmed after the wrap-around splice has been made, the film width shall not be less than
7.92 mm (0.312 in) and shall not affect the perforated edge of the film. Wrap-around splices are not preferred
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