
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The attached SMPTE Engineering Document has been declared 

“Stable” by the controlling Technology Committee. 
 

 
 The SMPTE Operations Manual for Standards states: 
 

A document should be stabilized if it is believed to be substantially correct, 
does not contain harmful or misleading recommendations, may still be 
relevant to equipment or practices in use, is stable, but does not represent 
current technology, and need not be subject to future reviews. 
 
A Stable document shall still be made available and offered for sale by the 
Society, but it shall be prefaced by a cover page explaining its current status. 
 
At any time, a Technology Committee may revise, amend, or otherwise 
initiate a new Project on a Stable document. 

 
A Stable document is “In Force”, and not deprecated or withdrawn. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
Note: 
 
SMPTE “Stable” documents were previously described as “Archived” and the 
attached document may be marked as “Archived”.  The status of a SMPTE document 
described as “Archived” is exactly as described above for a “Stable” document. 
 
Stable documents may not adhere to the latest style and format of SMPTE 
documents, or to current usage of normative language.  Suitable care should be 
taken in interpretation. 
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1  Scope  
 
This practice specifies the chromaticity values of the red, green, and blue visible radiation emitted by the 
primaries and the chromaticity of the white point for professional monitors used in systems based on SMPTE 
C colorimetry.  
 
2  Specifications  
 
2.1 The chromaticity coordinates of monitor primaries, specified as 1931 CIE x,y coordinates (CIE 15), are:  
 

        x     y 
Red   0.630  0.340 
Green  0.310  0.595  
Blue   0.155  0.070 

 
2.2 Tolerances for x and y coordinates of the primaries shall be ± 0.005 (see annex A).  
 
2.3 The white reference for professional color monitors shall have the chromaticity coordinates of CIE 
illuminant D65 (CIE 15), which are:  
 

x = 0.3127   y = 0.3290  
 
 
 
 
Annex A (informative)  
Tolerances  
 
The tolerances specified for phosphor chromaticities have been accepted as necessary for critical evaluation of color and 
brightness. It is recognized, however, that the metrology to ensure this tolerance is complex and not widely available. 
 
 
  
Annex B (informative)  
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