
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The attached SMPTE Engineering Document has been declared 

“Stable” by the controlling Technology Committee. 
 

 
 The SMPTE Operations Manual for Standards states: 
 

A document should be stabilized if it is believed to be substantially correct, 
does not contain harmful or misleading recommendations, may still be 
relevant to equipment or practices in use, is stable, but does not represent 
current technology, and need not be subject to future reviews. 
 
A Stable document shall still be made available and offered for sale by the 
Society, but it shall be prefaced by a cover page explaining its current status. 
 
At any time, a Technology Committee may revise, amend, or otherwise 
initiate a new Project on a Stable document. 

 
A Stable document is “In Force”, and not deprecated or withdrawn. 
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Note: 
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attached document may be marked as “Archived”.  The status of a SMPTE document 
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1  Scope

This practice describes the format, dimensions, and opti-
cal densities for a test pattern transparency to be used
as an operational alignment tool for television systems.

2  Purpose

The purpose of this practice is to provide a simpIified test
pattern to facilitate day-to-day operational checks and
adjustments of focus, resolution response, mid-band
streaking, astigmatism, field uniformity, scanning size,
linearity, and interlace in live and film television systems.

3  Description

3.1  Pattern

A reproduction of the test pattern is shown in figure
1.

3.2  Background

The background of the test pattern is black to minimize
interference when evaluating the television waveform
display (see 5.2).
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Figure 1 – Reproduction of test pattern
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