
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The attached SMPTE Engineering Document has been declared 

“Stable” by the controlling Technology Committee. 
 

 
 The SMPTE Operations Manual for Standards states: 
 

A document should be stabilized if it is believed to be substantially correct, 
does not contain harmful or misleading recommendations, may still be 
relevant to equipment or practices in use, is stable, but does not represent 
current technology, and need not be subject to future reviews. 
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1  Scope

This standard specifies both the locations for the
edges of the video, audio, and tracking-control
records, and the mechanical separation of the simul-
taneously recorded information of the video and audio
records, as recorded at 15 and 7.5 in/s on 2-in quad-
ruplex video magnetic tape.

2  Definitions

2.1  transverse: Perta ining to d imensions or
motions perpendicular to the tape travel.

2.2  longitudinal: Pertaining to dimensions or
motions parallel to the tape travel.

2.3  downstream: Per ta in ing to locat ions on
the tape longitudinally displaced from a given
reference point, in the direction of tape travel.

2.4  upstream: Pertaining to locations on the
tape longi tudina l ly  d isplaced f rom a given
reference point, in the direction opposite to tape
travel.

2.5  reference edge: On a video tape containing
quadruplex-recorded information, that longitudi-
nal tape edge nearest the tracking-control
record.

2.6  trailing edge, video track: The upstream edge
of the video track.

2.7  transverse reference line: A  l i ne  p e r pen-
dicular to the reference edge and passing
through a video track trailing edge at its lowest
end (point T0) as in figure 1.

3  General

3.1  References

The transverse reference line and reference edge shall
be the references for all dimensions in this standard.

3.2  Measurement conditions

The dimensions specified in this standard are
measured with no transverse or longitudinal tension
applied to the tape (see annex A.4).
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Figure 1 – Definitions
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