
TIP 0304-19 
ISSUED – 1988 

REVISED – 1993 
REVISED – 1997 
REVISED – 2001 

REAFFIRMED – 2008 
©2008 TAPPI 

 
The information and data contained in this document were 
prepared by a technical committee of the Association.  The 
committee and the Association assume no liability or responsibility 
in connection with the use of such information or data, including 
but not limited to any liability under patent, copyright, or trade 
secret laws.  The user is responsible for determining that this 
document is the most recent edition published.  
 
 
 

 
TIP Category:  Automatically Periodically Reviewed (Ten-year review) 

TAPPI 
 

Curtain coating weight test 
 
Scope 
  
 The objective is to establish an easy and accurate method of measurement of the wax pick-up at the curtain 
coater.   
 
Safety precautions 
 
 Extreme danger of burns to hands and eyes. 
 
Content 
 
 The proposed method uses the following procedures: 
 

1. Enter all data pertinent to the test on the information sheet. 
 

i.) Production data 
   ii.) Wax temperature readings 

  iii.) Control settings 
 
 The information sheet appears as part of this TI Paper and may be photocopied in order to conduct this test. 
 

2. Uncoated sample weighing. 
 
 Weigh the uncoated 21.60 cm x 27.96 cm (8.5 x 11 in.) information sheet to the nearest hundredth (0.01) of a 
gram and record it on the information sheet.  By using the same paper grade (i.e., photocopier paper) the converter 
will find it to be part of a more or less constant weight.   
 
 3.  Sample coating. 
  
 Tape the information sheet face down on a carrier board; feed through curtain coater and carefully remove the 
tape.  Tape should be used with as small an edge as possible actually contacting the information sheet.   
 
 4.  Coated sample weighing.   
  
 Again reweigh the information sheet and record the weight on the information sheet.   
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 5.  Curtain coating wax pickup calculation. 
 
 Subtract the uncoated weight from the coated weight and multiply the result by a factor of 3.395 to obtain the 
curtain coating weight in lb/1000 ft2 (conversion to g/m2: multiply by 4.8824). A computation table (Table1) can be 
used.  Record the result as the curtain coating weight. 
 
 6.  Filing and testing frequency. 
 
 Information sheets should be filed for future reference.  Testing should be done ideally for each production 
job or at least once per production shift.   
 
Keywords 
 
 Wax, Curtain coating 
 
Additional information 
 
 Effective date of issue:  March 4, 2008. 
 Working Group Members: 
  Richard Croker, Chairman, Georgia-Pacific Corp. 
  Ron Rhodes, Temple Inland Corp. 
  Jim Carbone, Harper Love Corp. 
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