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1

Summary

Definition of the DIUM

A country's DIUM (Uniform Distance Table for International Freight Traffic) comprises various data
concerning international rail freight transport used by Railway Undertakings (RU) and customers to
complete the CIM consignment note/CUV wagon note in order to calculate the tax payable on a
journey, as well as other helpful commercial and/or technical information for these journeys.

Purpose of the leaflet:

1. The DIUM is published periodically in electronic format by the Railway Undertakings (RUs)
concerned;

2. The present UIC leaflet lays down the conditions for publishing this electronic data:

a. Structure of the Excel and PDF files: format & requirements for creating the file, and model.
b. Transmission of the data to UIC (timescale).
c. Distribution of the electronic data.
d. List of publications and the RUs responsible for publishing them.

A list of abbreviations is available at the end of this leaflet.
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1 - Background

1.1 -  A country's DIUM contains the UIC codes and names of the stations open to international freight
traffic and the distances between these stations and the border points of neighbouring countries used
to calculate tariffs. The UIC codes for these stations must be entered on the CIM consignment note/
CUV wagon note in order to identify the stations of departure and of destination.

A country's DIUM also contains the UIC codes and names of the handover/unloading points used by
the railways and the codes of associated freight terminals. The UIC codes of these locations are to be
entered on the CIM consignment note/CUV wagon note in order to identify the place of handover/
unloading.

The distances between stations are used to calculate the transport tax for all international freight
convoys, to the extent that the corresponding international commercial conditions are governed by the
DIUM.

Each handover/unloading point is attached to a freight terminal. The distances defined for a terminal
serving a handover/unloading point are also used as the distances for the handover/unloading point
itself.

The DIUM also includes the list of ITU terminals (see List of abbreviations - page 21) and other
appendices concerning technical and/or commercial information.

Additional information concerning terminals and handover/unloading points is communicated in the
form of specific references. 

1.2 -  The DIUM is an important document for international freight transport operations. The distances,
terminals and handover/unloading points are presented using a uniform structure for easier editing
and management. Tables of kilometric distances enable the price of international freight transport to
be calculated.

1.3 -  Each RU assumes responsibility for the accuracy of its own data.

Where several RUs are authorised to operate international freight transport services in the same
country, one of these RUs must take responsibility for publishing the DIUM data of the country
concerned and sending it to UIC. If the RUs cannot come to an agreement, the UIC DIUM/
Management Group NHM shall act as a mediator. The responsible RU shall ensure that the necessary
data, where provided by other RUs, corresponds to the determined formats and is delivered within the
agreed deadlines (see List of abbreviations - page 21).
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2 - Structure

2.1 -  The DIUM is published periodically in electronic format. Paper versions may be published if need
be. If so, a file in PDF format (see List of abbreviations - page 21) must be provided for printing
purposes.

2.2 -  Modifications may be made between the dates of publication.

2.3 -  The structure of the electronic formats is detailed under point 4 - page 5.

2.4 -  International rail freight transport is subject to the conditions of CIM, Appendix B to the COTIF
(see List of abbreviations - page 21).
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3 - Obligatory application

3.1 -  The terminals and handover/unloading points mentioned in the DIUM are approved for use in
international rail freight transport.

3.2 -  The use of the DIUM for the purpose of calculating distances for international freight traffic is
obligatory for every RU, insofar as a DIUM volume exists for the country concerned.

3.3 -  The commercial conditions and "special conditions for freight traffic with the prices and
requirements for wagonload traffic (Commercial conditions for freight tariffs)" based on the distance
parameters for calculating prices must:

- mention the DIUM volume(s) concerned to be consulted for the determination of the import and
export distances;

- apply the transit distances mentioned in the DIUM volume(s) concerned, based on the route
taken.
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4 - Preparation of and modifications to the DIUM

The DIUM is published on 1 July each year and on the date set by RNE (see List of abbreviations -
page 21) for the main timetable change that year (generally around mid-December). The absolute final
deadlines for providing the required information are 31 May and 15 November of each year.

Modifications to data between two editions:

In order to ensure that information remains up-to-date and available to other RUs, any RU modifying
its data should send the whole file in Excel format to the UIC IT department on the first working day of
each month.

The new file in Excel format is then posted on the UIC website and can be downloaded by RUs.

4.1 -  Processing of data must observe the following procedure:

The RU responsible for the DIUM volume in the country concerned produces the new version:

1. In the form of an Excel file for the country concerned, containing the usual information concerning
the terminals and handover/unloading points open for freight traffic, in line with the models given
in Appendix A - page 8 (points A.1 - page 8, A.2 - page 9, A.3 - page 10 and A.4 - page 11).

2. In the form of a PDF file in case a paper version is needed, in line with the models given in
Appendix B (points B.1 - page 12, B.2 - page 17, B.3 - page 18 and B.4 - page 19). This file is
produced in French, English and German, and where necessary, in the national language(s) of
the country concerned.

This PDF file contains: 

a. the date of publication, the date of creation and the details of the person to contact for more
information;

b. a preface common to all the volumes, mentioning the general reference numbers used for
the uniform coding of particular features of certain stations and handover/unloading points
used by the railways, as well as an explanation of the specific national references, which are
defined by the RU concerned;

c. schematic map of the border points used by RUs in the country to which the volume applies;
d. the distance tables of the RU(s) in the country to which the volume applies;
e. the transit distances;
f. the list of open ITU terminals in the country concerned.
and, if appropriate:
g. any additional commercial/technical information.

4.2 - Quality and submission of data 

The RU responsible for a given country sends the Excel and PDF files to the UIC IT Department in
Paris on the aforementioned dates. The UIC IT Department hosts the received data on the UIC
website (http://www.uic.asso.fr), thus assuming a centralising role.
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4.3 - Distribution of electronic DIUM data 

UIC posts the DIUM files on the UIC website as follows:

- the Excel files on the pages accessible only to UIC members;

- the PDF files are available on the public pages to be downloaded.

4.4 - Printing and publication 

Each RU may download PDF files from the UIC website so that it may publish and distribute the
document to meet its own internal and external needs.
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