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Warning

No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced or distributed by any means whatsoever, including elec-
tronic, except for private and individual use, without the express permission of the International Union of Railways
(UIC). The same applies for translation, adaptation or transformation, arrangement or reproduction by any
method or procedure whatsoever. The sole exceptions - noting the author's name and the source - are "analyses
and brief quotations justified by the critical, argumentative, educational, scientific or informative nature of the pub-
lication into which they are incorporated"”

(Articles L 122-4 and L122-5 of the French Intellectual Property Code).
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Summary

The "Road semi-trailer on rail bogies" system of rail-road combined transport consists of a series of
road semi-trailer units coupled together to form an articulated set of rail vehicles. Each semi-trailer has
its own rail-bogie adaptater equipment enabling it to run either in road mode, when coupled to a tractor
unit, or in rail mode as part of a dedicated trainset. In the latter case, the road undercarriage remains
in position beneath the semi-trailer and is retracted by means of a technical device.

This document covers the various aspects concerned with the rail operation of this system of transport.
It describes in particular the technical characteristics of bogies and semi-trailers, operations for the
formation of rafts of wagons and on-line running and shunting conditions. The standard technical
characteristics of the different systems are given in UIC Leaflet 597 "Rail-road combined transport
systems: semi-trailers on bogies".
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1 - Basic rules - Terminology

1.1 - Description

Semi-trailer:
The semi-trailer part of a road tractor + trailer unit without the tractor.

Bogie:
The bogie itself and, in general, the adaptater unit to which the ends of the semi-trailers are secured
and locked in position.

Raft of semi-trailers:
Group composed of (n) semi-trailers mounted on (n+1) bogies (see diagram in Appendix A - page 15).

1.2 - Principle

Each bogie counts as a vehicle.
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