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AIRSPACE CO-ORDINATION NOTICE 
Safety and Airspace Regulation Group 

 

ACN Reference: Version: Date: Date of Original  
2016-04-0042 1 11 March 2016 11 March 2016 

EXERCISE JOINT WARRIOR 161 
MILITARY EXERCISE 

Subject to NOTAM:     Yes (by Airspace Regulation) 
Date(s) of activity/Validity: Times (ALL TIMES UTC) 
9 – 22 April 2016 H24 

Vertical Limits: Allocated Mode 3A (SSR): 
SFC – FL660 1501-1537, 2400-2477, 1700-1727 

Aircraft Details: NDS Approved: 
8 x Typhoon, 7 x Hawk T1, 5 x F16, 1 x E3D, 1 x 
Sentinel, 1 x Voyager, 1 x Rivet Joint, 1 x E3A, 2 
x P-8 Poseidon, 1 x CP-140 Aurora, 2 x P-3C 
Orion, 2 x Atlantique II, 3 x Merlin, 3 x Lynx, 3 x 
HH60G Pavehawk, 2 x MH-60R Seahawk, 1 x 
SH-60III Lamps, 1 x NH-90, 7 x DA-20 Falcon, 1 
x DA42, 1 x S-61 

Not Applicable. 

Event Sponsor(s): Aircraft Operator(s): 
HQ Navy Command and HQ Air Command 
Via 
Joint Tactical Exercise Planning Staff (JTEPS) 
Northwood Headquarters, 
Sandy Lane, 
Northwood, 
Middlesex,  
HA6 3HP 
 
Contact: Flt Lt Claire Stanley 
Tel (prior to Ex start): 01923 958 782 
Tel (after Ex start): 01436 674321 Ext 4409) 

Multiple 

ATS Units/ 
Controlling Agencies: 

Geographical Limits: 

Swanwick (Mil) – 01489 612943 
Boulmer CRC – 01665 572311 
 
For Exercise participants: 
 
EAGLE/FALCON Safety – Frequencies available 
to Ex participants in SPINS. 

 

Airspace Reservations: 

D801, D802, D803, D703, D510, D203, D113 A, 
B, NWMTA, D323 Complex, D509, D510, D512, 
D513 Complex, D601, D613 Complex, D701 
Complex, D703, D710, D712, D801, D802, D803 
and D809 Complex. 

ACN Issued by: 

Lt Cdr G Pugh RN, Airspace Regulator 

Civil Aviation Authority, 45-59 Kingsway, London WC2B 6TE 
Direct Dial: 0207 453 6599  Fax: 020 7453 6593 
Email: AROps@caa.co.uk 
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SECTION 1: CO-ORDINATION ARRANGEMENTS (GENERAL) 

1. The pilot/operator is requested to telephone the ATC authorities at Section 2 prior to departure 
in order to notify or update the sortie details including area(s) of operation and planned levels (quoting 
the ACN Reference).  A minimum of 24 hours’ notice should be given unless specified in Section 2. 

2. There may be other aircraft and/or activities outside Controlled/Regulated Airspace unknown to 
ATC. 

3. The carriage of a serviceable transponder (including Mode ‘C’) has been specified. 

4. The pilot will be responsible for obtaining all necessary ATC clearances and for maintaining R/T 
contact with appropriate ATC authorities. 

5. The pilot/operator will be responsible for obtaining prior clearances to enter any UK Danger 
Areas affected by the flight profile from the appropriate Range Control Authority unless this is 
specifically detailed in Section 2. 

6. Other Unusual Aerial Activities (UAAs) may be notified to SARG and may take place within the 
airspace encompassed by this survey.  The pilot/operator is to ensure that UK Daily NOTAM Nav 
Warnings are consulted prior to each flight. 

7. All flights within Controlled Airspace are subject to the requirements of a Flight Plan in 
accordance with UK AIP ENR1.10.  The ACN Reference should be entered into Field 18 of the Flight 
Plan together with any relevant ‘special handling’ codes. 

8. Flight prioritisation and Non-Deviating Status is in accordance with the information specified on 
the ACN Cover.  Such status may be afforded to part or all of the flight – see Section 2. 

9. Availability of an ATS from Swanwick (Mil) or Western Radar is subject to unit capacity, 
priorities and limitations of radar and radio coverage.  Minimum pre-flight notification as per UK AIP 
ENR 1.6 unless otherwise specified in Section 2 of this ACN. 

PUBLICATIONS AND CHANGES 

10. The activity area may lie within Controlled and Uncontrolled Airspace as well as airspace 
reserved for military use. Aircrew are to thoroughly familiarise themselves with UK airspace structures 
and procedures, in particular those laid down within the UK Aeronautical Information Publication (UK 
AIP), ENR 1.1 and be fully conversant with UK Flight Information Services in accordance with UK CAP 
493 (MATS Pt 1).  

11. The CAA VFR 1:500,000 and 1:250,000 charts and the UK AIP ENR 5 depict some, but not all 
aviation activity sites and amendments should also be checked.  Please refer to http://www.nats-
uk.ead-it.com  

12. This ACN details specific coordination essential to the activity taking place and does not remove 
the need for aircraft operators to comply with national flight planning and notification procedures. Pilots 
and ANSPs are required to ensure that all related aviation sites are aware of this planned activity and of 
subsequent changes not captured within this document. 

13. The Sponsor or Event Organiser should co-ordinate any changes to this ACN with SARG 
quoting the ACN Reference at the top of the page. 
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SECTION 2: CO-ORDINATION ARRANGEMENTS (SPECIFIC) 
 

14. OVERVIEW.  Exercise JOINT WARRIOR 161 (Ex JW161) is a maritime, air and land exercise 
that will take place predominantly in Scotland (including the Western Isles, North West Approaches and 
the Borders region), north east England (including Spadeadam EWTR) and over the North Sea.  The 
Exercise will incorporate maritime and land attack operations and air defence operations involving large 
formations of fast jet aircraft acting as aggressors and defenders in tactical packages.  Up to 40 aircraft 
may take part simultaneously, some of which will launch and recover from NATO units afloat and in 
Europe.  Air-to-air refueling, Maritime Patrol, Electronic Warfare (EW), Airborne Warning and Control 
(AWAC), Tactical Air Transport, surveillance and rotary wing aircraft will all operate in support.  Air-to 
surface, air-to-air, surface-to-surface and surface-to-air weaponry, target towing, electronic warfare 
measures, dispensing of chaff and firing of star shells and illuminates will also take place.  Aircraft will 
engage in high-energy combat manoeuvres and may be unable to comply with the Rules of the Air. 

15. The Exercise will be conducted in all weather conditions and participating aircraft are to remain 
clear of all Controlled Airspace, unless under the control of an appropriate authority or when 
operating VFR in Class E airspace.  EXCON will ensure that the relevant Danger Areas, TRAs, 
Restricted Areas, Low Flying Areas and Operational Training Areas (OTAs) are booked and that the 
relevant Operating Authorities take appropriate notifying action.  Additionally, and in order to minimise 
disruption to civilian ATC should activities be cancelled on any given day, EXCON will cancel any 
relevant bookings in order that suitable NOTAM action can be taken and the airspace made available to 
other users. 

16. Pressure  Setting.  In the Ex JW Area of Operations participants are to operate on the UK 
Regional Pressure Setting (RPS), unless receiving a radar service from a unit that requires the aircraft 
to fly at a Flight Level for coordination.  Further direction for participants is laid out in EX SPINS. 

17. Promulgation of Exercise Areas and Flexible Use of Airspace. To facilitate the flow of GAT 
using the North Atlantic Route Structure EXCON will advise MABCC via email NLT 1200z on D-1 which 
airspace (FJA, MDAs, J Area and TRAs) will be used and whether a vertical restriction (defined as a 
Flight Level) may be applied to permit GAT overflight.  MABCC is to brief the airspace requirements to 
Prestwick Centre Operations Supervisor.  Airspace may only be booked in accordance with the 
requirements of the Air Tasking Order (ATO).  Where a change no longer requires the use of a flight 
planning restriction, or an activity finishes ahead of schedule, EXCON is to ensure that the area is 
handed back at the earliest opportunity.  Specifically EXCON is to inform MABCC should FJAs, J 
Areas, D809, D513, D613 or D323 are no longer required.  Once airspace has been cancelled it cannot 
be resurrected for the remainder of that period.  

18. Fast Jet Areas (FJA).  Within the Scottish FIR/UIR, FJAs have been established as detailed 
below and extend from the surface to FL550 (unless capped at a lower Flight Level).  When activated, 
intense aerial activity can be expected, with large formations of attack aircraft conducting high-energy 
evasive manoeuvres against opposing air defence aircraft.  FJAs will be afforded the segregated status 
of Special Use Airspace between FL245 and FL550 for exercise participants, when active. Civilian and 
military non-exercise air traffic may be encountered in Class E and G airspace below FL245.  If a FJA is 
activated outside of TRA published activation times MABCC are requested to extend the corresponding 
TRAs to match the activation times of the FJA.  To deconflict any concurrent non-exercise activity in 
D701, and FJA South, a smaller area known as FJA South East can be activated.   

 
a. FJA North

b. 

.  594000N 0013000W - 591000N 0010000W - 580215N 0000948E - 
574700N 0010000W - 574000N 0013100W - 574000N 0025821W - 581920N 0055243W - 
595000N 0060149W - 594000N 0013000W. 

FJA South.  575900N 0065200W - 574600N 0061000W - 563500N 0052200W - 
560600N 0063000W - 561000N 0065400W - 564200N 0081500W - 575000N 0081500W - 
575900N 0065200W. 
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