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Original Statement of Need
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Introduction

NATS Unclassified

The purpose of this briefing is to inform the CAA regarding two Vattenfall wind farm developments off of the coast 
of East Anglia, in accordance with the CAA Airspace Change Proposal process as specified in CAP1616.

Vattenfall has conducted initial engagement with stakeholders as part of the DCO process and has received an 
objection from NATS on the grounds of potential interference of NATS radars from the WTGs and the subsequent 
impact on NATS ability to provide Air Traffic Services.

Vattenfall has engaged NATS Services Ltd to investigate the potential impact of the proposed wind farms on 
appropriate stakeholders (including NATS Enroute Ltd) and to provide advice for possible solutions and 
mitigations.

These developments are considered as Critical National Infrastructure by the Department for Energy and Climate 
Change, are extremely expensive to develop and necessitate a long lead time from proposal to implementation.  As 
such Vattenfall, advised by both NATS and Osprey consider that the airspace change process as laid out in 
CAP1616 is the appropriate vehicle to investigate the airspace related issues surrounding these wind farm 
developments.  

In line with CAP1616 Vattenfall has submitted a Statement of Need (see slide 3) to initiate the Airspace Change 
Process.
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Background
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NATS has been asked to assess the operational impact of Vattenfall’s project to 
build 3 new wind farms in the North Sea (blue portions in illustration).

• Norfolk Boreas
• Norfolk Vanguard

• East & 
• West

Portions of these wind farms sit within UK airspace within which ATS has been  
delegated to the Dutch ANSP, LVNL (yellow portion)
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