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Defence Airspace and Air Traffic Management 

Statement of Need 
In SDSR 2015, the Government committed the UK to increasing the number of combat aircraft that the MOD 
will operate and confirmed the intention to buy 5th generation fast jets . Additionally, as its NATO ally, the US 
Government has committed to the continued basing of combat aircraft within the UK. Resultantly, there is a 
projected growth of more capable combat aircraft planned to operate within the UK. To support this 
Government-directed expansion in military capability, there is a requirement for a larger area of segregated 
airspace to accommodate training requirements and thus ensure operational capability. 
 
In Jan 19 the UK airspace infrastructure will be much the same as today i.e. fixed route networks and airs 
pace structures; as such, the initial airspace development proposed here is considered a first phase temporary 
solution to support MOD needs . This work is expected to improve processes , protocols and priorities for ASM 
that are projected to enhance the effectiveness of the airspace development. This includes: 
· Improved usage performance against ARES bookings. 
· Enhanced processes to allow increased CDM in accordance with agreed protocols. 
· Wider utilisation of ASM tools to improve the transparency and visibility of the booking process. 
 
FUA concepts for how the airspace can be modularised to meet the needs of multiple users , as well as 
minimising the impact on the civil airs pace network will be utilised. 
It is intended to introduce the new airs pace as soon as possible in 2019. This propos al may be supported by 
airs pace management trials and if required airspace design trials. 
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