Minutes of Free Route Airspace Assessment Meeting

Location: NATS Whiteley
Date: 08/05/2018

Present Appointment Representing
FRA Case Officer CAA SARG
Airspace Specialist CAA SARG
Economics Specialist CAA SARG
Project Manager NATS
ATC Lead (Airspace) NATS
Manager ATC Development NATS
FRA ATM Development NATS
Airspace Change Expert NATS
Manager Airspace Evolution NATS

CAA Assessment Meeting Opening Statement

CAA confirmed that the presentation slides would be published together with minutes of the
meeting on the CAA website. CAA explained the purpose of the meeting and confirmed that the
meeting was an Assessment Meeting and not a Gateway. The CAA reinforced that the sponsor
was required to provide a broad description of their proposed approach to meeting the CAA’s CAP
1616 requirements but the CAA was not deciding whether the proposed approach met the detailed
requirements of the CAA’s process at this stage. The purpose of the Assessment Meeting (set out
in detail in CAP 1616) was broadly:

e for the Sponsor to present and discuss their Statement of Need,

e toenable the CAA to consider whether the proposal concerned falls within the scope of the
formal airspace change process,

e to enable the CAA to consider the appropriate provisional Level to assign to the change
proposal.

Additionally, the sponsor was required to provide information on how it intended to proceed to fulfil
the requirements of the airspace change process and to provide information on timescales. Lastly,
the sponsor was required to provide information on how it intended to meet the engagement
requirements of the various stage of the airspace change process.
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ACTION

Item 1 - Introduction
The purpose of this briefing was to inform the CAA regarding the developments of the NATS No
Free Route Airspace (FRA) Programme and the planned Airspace Change Proposal in actions
accordance with the CAP1616 process.
The UK is subject to several European mandates which require the implementation of Free Route
Airspace. These are identified in the European Commission Pilot Common Project (PCP)
Implementing Rule 716 /2014, dated 27" June 2014 (ATM Functionality (AF) 3, Flexible Airspace
Management and Free Route).
NATS has a long-term strategy to establish all upper airspace as Free Route Airspace (FRA).
This is in accordance with Eurocontrol SESAR targets and CAA FAS targets for establishing Free
Route Airspace.
The first implementation (Deployment 1) by 31 December 2020, aims to:

«  fufil NATS SESAR Pilot Common Project (PCP) commitment

* meet the international commitment to Borealis Alliance FRA

» deliver benefit in fuel savings for customers

» reduce complexity in many areas of the PC Airspace

* enhance service delivery
Modernising Airspace is a key factor for NATS. Deliveries of FRA beyond the PCP requirements

will aim to deliver fuel, service, capacity and safety benefits across UK airspace.

Item 2 - Statement of Need (discussion and review)

5. Statement of Need

No
actions

Please provide a brief 'Statement of Need' expressing explidtly what airs pace issue or opportunity you are seeking to address. Your
Statement of Need should dearly articulate the current situation, the issue (and the cause of it) to be resolved or the opportunity to
be addressed along with any other factors or requirements. *

In response to SESAR PCP Implementing Regulation EU716/20 14, NATS intends to implement Free Route Airspace (FRA) in a phased
manner across UK airspace. The SESAR PCP ATM Functionality 3 (AF3) states that Free Route shall be provided and operated in the
airspace for which the Member States are responsible at and above flight level 310 in the ICAO EUR region by 1st January 2022.
This ACP proposes to introduce FRA in order to comply with this Implementing Regulation within the required timescale.

Please spedify the altitudes (where applicable) affected by your Statement of Need:
Surface to below 4,000 feet
4,000 feet to below 7,000 feet
7,000 feet to below 20,000 feet

¥/ 20,000 feet and above

The statement of need was agreed with no amendments.
Item 3 - Issues or opportunities arising from proposed change
Benefits No
« Implementation of mandated FRA within the required timescales. actions
« Simplifies flight planning
* Reduction in flight planned fuel uplift
* Removes DCTs
» Facilitates cross-border direct routing

« Interfaces with lower airspace

» Interface with adjoining airspace

» Areas of delegated ATS service

» Dependent on iTEC implementation (2020) (civil & mil)
+ Transitional arrangements
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