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Background 
The creation of a dedicated GA Unit within the CAA emerged from the Government’s Red 
Tape Challenge in 2013, which explored ways to reduce the regulatory burden on the 
general aviation sector. The 25-strong Unit has been assembled from airworthiness, flight 
operations and licensing specialists from across the CAA. All have significant knowledge 
and experience of general aviation, with most being active private pilots. The Unit is based 
in the CAA’s Aviation House facility in Gatwick. 
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Introduction 
1.1 In 2014 the General Aviation Unit of the UK CAA established a working group to 

review the flight and theoretical knowledge training syllabi for the EU LAPL and 
PPL(A) published in AMC 1 FCL.110.A and AMC 1 FCL.210.A respectively.  

1.2 The working group made up of representative associations and professional 
training organisations reviewed the existing syllabi, identifying areas to remove, 
clarify and update additionally items to add into the new syllabi. This was 
reviewed and a formal Alternative Means of Compliance (AltMOC) was submitted 
to EASA. 

1.3 This document sets out the changes submitted to the Agency to the flight training 
and theoretical knowledge syllabus for the EU PPL(A).  

Guidance to Training Organisations or Facilities 
1.4 The flight and theoretical knowledge training should cover all aspects in an 

integrated manner, taking into account the particular risks associated with the 
activity. 

1.5 Any theoretical knowledge instruction provided by the training organisation or 
facility may include elements of classroom work, using such facilities as 
interactive video, slide or tape presentation, computer based training and other 
media distance learning tools to provide the training courses. 

1.6 The training organisation or facility responsible for the training must ensure that 
all of the elements of both the theoretical knowledge and flight training have 
been completed to the required standard before recommending the applicant for 
an examination or skill test. 

1.7 This document details the Alternative Means of Compliance, training 
organisations and facilities can chose to adopt for the PPL(A) course. They can 
also continue to follow the existing Acceptable Means of Compliance detail in 
AMC1 FCL.210.A. 

1.8 It is the intension of the CAA to establish a new set of LAPL and PPL 
examinations for this new syllabi. 

Theoretical Knowledge Syllabus 
1.9 The following tables contain the syllabus for the course of theoretical knowledge 

for the PPL(A).  
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AltMoC 1 FCL.210; FCL.215 – Syllabus of Theoretical 
Knowledge for the PPL(A). 
 

 Aeroplane 

  PPL Bridge course 

1 Air Law 
 
International Aviation Law 
International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) 
European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) 
National Aviation Authorities (NAA) 
 
European Rules of the Air 
Applicability and compliance 
Pilot in command responsibilities 
Pre flight actions 
Avoidance of collisions and rights of way 
Operation in the vicinity of an aerodrome 
 
Aerodromes 
Taxiway and runway signs and markings 
Preventing runway Incursion 
Other ground signals 
Marshalling signals 
Light signals 
 
Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC) and 
Visual Flight Rules (VFR) 
Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC) minima 
Visual Flight Rules (VFR) 
Minimum heights 
 
Airspace Classifications 
Classification of airspace 
Controlled and notified airspace 
Uncontrolled airspace 
Radio Mandatory Zones (RMZ) 
Transponder Mandatory Zones (TMZ) 
 
Altimeter Setting Procedures 
Height, altitude and flight level 
VFR altimeter setting procedures 
 
Air Traffic Services 
Air Traffic Control Service 
Flight Information Service 
Alerting Service 

Aeronautical Information Service (AIS) 
Aeronautical Information Service (AIS) 
Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) 
NOTAMs 
 
Urgency and Distress Procedures 

 
 

X 
 

 
 

X 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
 

 
 
 
 

X 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
 
 
 

X 
 
 
 
 

X 
 
 
 
 

X 
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 Aeroplane 

Urgency situation 
Distress situation 
Interception of civil aircraft 
 
Pilot Licensing 
Medical certificates 
Private Pilot Licence (PPL) privileges 
Light Aircraft Pilot Licence (LAPL) privileges 
Class Rating 
Type Rating 
Other Ratings and certificates 
 
National Procedures 
National rules and procedures 

 
 
 
 

X 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
 

2 Human Performance 
 
Basic Aviation Physiology 
Hypoxia 
Hyperventilation 
Vision and visual illusions 
Lookout techniques 
Hearing and balance 
Spatial disorientation 
Sleep and fatigue 
Common ailments, medication, health 
Toxic hazards 
Intoxication 
 
Basic Aviation Psychology 
Perception 
Memory 
Arousal and performance 
Stress and stress management 
Personality types 
Hazardous attitudes 
 
Principles of Threat and Error Management 
Threats 
Errors 
Undesired aircraft states 
Countermeasures 
Situational awareness 
Decision making  
Developing sound judgement 
 

 
 

X 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
 

 

3 Meteorology 
 
The Atmosphere 
Composition of the atmosphere 
The troposphere 
 
Temperature, Pressure and Density 
Temperature variation in the atmosphere 
Pressure variation in the atmosphere 
Density 
Humidity 

 

X 
 
 
 

X 
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